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Advice No. 5593 
(U 904 G) 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
 
Subject:  Advanced Meter Infrastructure Data Aggregation Tariff Changes 

Pursuant to Decision (D.) 19-08-002 
 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) hereby submits for approval with the 
California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) changes to SoCalGas’ Schedule 
No. G-IMB and Rule Nos. 01 and 30, pursuant to D.19-08-002.  
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this Advice Letter submittal is to update SoCalGas’ Schedule No. G-
IMB, Transportation Imbalance Service, Rule No. 01, Definitions, and Rule No. 30, 
Transportation of Customer-Owned Gas, to reflect that daily usage quantities used in 
determining Operational Flow Order (OFO) and Emergency Flow Order (EFO) 
compliance charges for the Utility Gas Procurement Department will be changed from 
the “Daily Forecast Quantity” (a proxy number) to “Daily Usage for the Utility Gas 
Procurement Department.” 
                                                                                                                                                   
Background 
 
On September 3, 2019, SoCalGas submitted Advice No. 5511 providing a roadmap 
for completion of the Advanced Meter Infrastructure (AMI) Data Aggregation System, 
including details of how Utility Gas Procurement Department’s Daily Usage for the 
Utility Gas Procurement Department will be determined.  SoCalGas’ roadmap is 
anticipated to be approved at the Commission’s March 12 business meeting by 
Resolution G-3563. 
 
In D.19-08-002, Ordering Paragraph (OP) 2 requires SoCalGas and San Diego Gas 
and Electric Company (SDG&E) to balance core deliveries to estimated actual 
consumption instead of a forecast, beginning April 1, 2020.  OP 9 directs SoCalGas 
and SDG&E to begin building an AMI Data Aggregation System and shall make all 
reasonable efforts to ensure the AMI Data Aggregation System is completed by April 
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1, 2020.  OP 3 also adopts a formula for use in estimating retail core consumption if 
the AMI Data Aggregation System is not completed by April 1, 2020. 
 
Tariff Revisions 
 
Tariffs are revised to reflect the requirement to balance core deliveries to estimated 
actual consumption instead of a forecast, beginning April 1, 2020.  For the Utility Gas 
Procurement Department, the “Daily Usage for the Utility Gas Procurement 
Department” will be used for the calculation of imbalances instead of the “Daily 
Forecast Quantity,” in the following: 
 

Schedule No. G-IMB, Sheet 1, Description of Service, and Sheet 4, Special 
Conditions 2 and 3;  
 
Rule No. 01, Sheet 5, Definitions (delete the “Daily Forecast Quantity” 
definition and add a new definition, “Daily Usage for the Utility Gas 
Procurement Department”); and  
 
Rule No. 30, Sheet 14, Section G.1.e.iv. 
 

Protests 
 
Anyone may protest this advice letter to the Commission.  The protest must state the 
grounds upon which it is based, including such items as financial and service impact, 
and should be submitted expeditiously.  The protest must be made in writing and 
must be received within 20 days of the date of this advice letter, which is March 18, 
2020.  The address for mailing or delivering a protest to the Commission is: 
 

CPUC Energy Division  
Attn:  Tariff Unit 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

 
Copies of the protest should also be sent via e-mail to the attention of the Energy 
Division Tariff Unit (EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov).  A copy of the protest should also be 
sent via both e-mail and facsimile to the address shown below on the same date it is 
mailed or delivered to the Commission. 
 

Attn:  Ray B. Ortiz 
Tariff Manager - GT14D6 
555 West Fifth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011 
Facsimile No.:  (213) 244-4957 
E-mail:  ROrtiz@socalgas.com 
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Effective Date 
 
SoCalGas believes that this submittal is subject to Energy Division disposition, and 
should be classified as Tier 2 (effective after staff approval) pursuant to General 
Order (GO) 96-B.  Therefore, SoCalGas respectfully requests that this submittal be 
approved March 28, 2020, which is 30 calendar days after the date submitted. 
 
Notice 
 
A copy of this advice letter is being sent to SoCalGas’ GO 96-B service list and the 
Commission’s service list in A.17-10-002.  Address change requests to the GO 96-B 
service list should be directed via e-mail to tariffs@socalgas.com or call 
213-244-2837.  For changes to all other service lists, please contact the 
Commission’s Process Office at 415-703-2021 or via e-mail at 
process_office@cpuc.ca.gov.  
 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
Ronald van der Leeden 

Director – Regulatory Affairs 
 
Attachments 
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DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE 
 

The Utility System Operator will provide a Monthly Imbalance Service for individual customers 
including the Utility Gas Procurement Department, end-use customers, wholesale customers, marketers 
and aggregators (referred to herein as "customers") when their usage differs from their transportation 
deliveries to the Utility's system or their targeted sales gas quantities purchased and delivered by the 
Utility.  In case of the Utility Gas Procurement Department, the Daily Usage for the Utility Gas 
Procurement Department will be used in the calculation of imbalances.  
 
The Monthly Imbalance Service provided hereunder has four components: Imbalance Trading, a no-
charge Balancing Service, Standby Procurement, and Buy-Back.  Under the Imbalance Trading Service, 
customers may locate other customers with offsetting imbalances and trade these quantities to avoid 
imbalance charges (Standby Procurement or Buy-Back).  Imbalance Trading Service shall be facilitated 
either through Electronic Bulletin Board (EBB), as defined in Rule No. 1, or through the Imbalance 
Trading Form as described in Special Conditions 2 and 4 of this Schedule and in Rule No. 33.  
Balancing Service will be provided without charge if the cumulative imbalance at the end of the 
monthly imbalance trading period is within 8 percent of the customer's usage, in case of core 
aggregators their applicable Daily Contract Quantity, or in the case of the Utility Gas Procurement 
Department the applicable Daily Usage for the Utility Gas Procurement Department, (Tolerance Band) 
for the billing period.  Any remaining cumulative imbalance within the tolerance band will be carried 
forward.  Remaining imbalance quantities outside the tolerance band at the end of the imbalance trading 
period will be subject to a Standby Procurement Charge or Buy-Back as described under Rates.   

 
APPLICABILITY 
 

Applicable to core and noncore transportation service to customers.   
 
TERRITORY 
 
 Applicable throughout the service territory. 
 
RATES 
 

Imbalance quantities remaining at the end of the designated imbalance trading period and which are 
outside of the 8% tolerance band will be billed at the Standby Procurement Charge or purchased by the 
Utility at the Buy-Back Rate.  Any Standby Procurement Charge or purchases at the Buy-Back Rate of 
core imbalances created by the Utility Gas Procurement Department will be managed within the Utility 
System Operator’s Operational Hub Services.  Such core imbalances will be disposed of, with the net 
revenues from the core imbalance charges flowing back through the Noncore Fixed Cost Account 
(NFCA).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
D,N 
N,D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D,N 
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RATES  (Continued) 
 

Daily Balancing Standby Rates  (Continued) 
 

The daily balancing standby rate shall be equal to NGI’s MidDay Price Alert Index for SoCal-
Citygate multiplied by FF&U plus brokerage fee (i.e., [(NGI’s MidDay Price Alert Index for SoCal-
Citygate)*(FF&U)] + [brokerage fee]), rounded up to the next whole dollar, for each day a Stage 5 
Low OFO, EFO, or curtailment is issued.  Authorized FF&U will not be added to any daily balancing 
standby charge for the Utility Gas Procurement Department to the extent that is collected elsewhere.  
 
SoCalGas FF&U Factors and Brokerage Fees 
 

 FF&U Brokerage Fee 
($/Dth)

Core 1.017094 0.0207
Noncore 1.017094 0.0266
Wholesale 1.013911 0.0266

 
 Revision of Rates 
 

The Standby Procurement Charge and the Buy-Back Rate shall be established effective the last day 
of each month.  The Daily Balancing Standby Rate shall be established on NGI’s MidDay Price Alert 
Index.    

 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 
 1. Definitions of the principal terms used in this rate schedule are contained in Rule No. 1.  
 
 2. Imbalances of customers other than the Utility Gas Procurement Department or ESPs will be 

calculated by combining all of a customer's meters served under the same order control code, not by 
account or individual delivery point.  The order control code is used by the Utility to group those 
facilities identified by the customer for determining the customer's imbalances.  In the case of the 
Utility Gas Procurement Department, the applicable Daily Usage for the Utility Gas Procurement 
Department will be used.  In the case of ESPs, their applicable Daily Contract Quantity (DCQ) will 
be used. 

 
 3. Immediately each month when actual meter usage information becomes available, an adjustment to 

the Utility Gas Procurement Department’s imbalance account will be made to account for any 
differences between actual consumption of the core customers and the Daily Usage for the Utility 
Gas Procurement Department, company use and LUAF. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D,N 
  N 
 
 
 
 
D,N 
  N 
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Daily Usage for the Utility Gas Procurement Department:  Estimated actual consumption using the 
historical and daily/hourly data available through use of the Advanced Metering Infrastructure Data 
Aggregation System.  

 
Day:  Period commencing at 12:00 midnight (Pacific time) on any calendar day and ending at 12:00 

midnight (Pacific time) on the next succeeding calendar day.   
 
DCQ:  See Contract Quantity, Daily. 
 
Decatherm:  Ten therms or 1,000,000 British thermal units (MMBtu). 
 
Direct Access (DA):  Any end-use Utility customer electing to procure its natural gas, and any other 

CPUC-authorized energy services, directly from core transport agent (CTA). 
 
Direct Access Service Request (DASR):  Request for enrollment, termination, or other change under the 

Core Aggregation Transportation (CAT) program.  The DASR transaction outlined in Rule No. 32 was 
implemented pursuant to CPUC D.98-02-108. 

 
Dispatchable Electric Generation:  Electric Generation customers who operate in response to dispatch 

orders from Electric Grid Operators.  
 
Displacement Receipt Point Capacity:  Utility pipeline system improvements which increase the take-away 

capacity from a receipt point but do not increase the overall downstream capacity of the Utility’s 
backbone transmission system.  The addition of Displacement Receipt Point Capacity increases the 
ability of the Utility to receive gas from a particular receipt point or zone in competition with other gas 
supplies delivered into the system. 

 
Electric Generation:  Use of natural gas to generate electricity, either directly or indirectly, including 

natural gas used for cogeneration or solar electric generation projects. 
 
Electric Generation Startup and Igniter Fuel:  Electric generation natural gas use where no alternate fuel 

capability exists for:  (1) heating the boiler system adequately during start-up to enable efficient oil 
burning to meet pollution standards; and (2) insuring continuous-ignition and flame-stabilization within 
the boiler. 

 
Electric Grid Operators:  California Independent System Operator (CAISO), Los Angeles Department of 

Water and Power (LADWP), Glendale Water and Power (GWP), Burbank Water and Power (BWP), 
and Imperial Irrigation District (IID).  

D,N 
  N 
  N 
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G. Operational Flow Orders and Emergency Flow Orders  (Continued) 
 
     1.  Operational Flow Order (OFO)  (Continued) 
 

e.    OFO and EFO compliance and charges will be based on the following for determination of 
daily usage quantities: 

 
i. For a Noncore End-Use Customer equipped with automated meter reading device 

(AMR) and SDG&E’s Electric & Gas Fuel Procurement Department, compliance during 
an OFO will be based on actual daily metered usage, and the calculation after the OFO 
event of any applicable noncompliance charge will be based on actual daily metered 
usage. 

 
ii. For a Noncore End-Use Customer with non-functioning AMR meters, compliance 

during an OFO or EFO will be based on the Customer’s actual daily metered usage; or 
the estimated daily usage in accordance with Section C of SoCalGas Rule 14 will be 
substituted for the actual daily metered usage when actual metered usage is not available.  

  
iii. For a Noncore End-Use Customer without AMR capability compliance during an OFO 

or EFO will be based on the Customer’s MinDQ. 
 
iv.  For the Utility Gas Procurement Department, the Daily Usage for the Utility Gas 

Procurement Department will be used.   
 
v. For core aggregators, their Daily Contract Quantity will be used as a proxy for daily 

usage. 
 
vi.   For a California Producer with an effective California Producer Operational Balancing 

Agreement, Form 6452, compliance with an OFO and EFO and calculation of any 
noncompliance charges will be based on the difference between scheduled receipts and 
measured receipts for each day of an event.  OFO and EFO compliance for a California 
Producer with an existing non- California Producer Operational Balancing Agreement, 
Form 6452 access agreement will be treated consistent with the terms of that access 
agreement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D,N 
N,D 
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G-AMOP Residential Advanced Meter Opt-Out Program  .............................   51577-G,51578-G 
G-CP Core Procurement Service  ................   47480-G,57192-G,57193-G,57158-G,37933-G 
GT-NC Intrastate Transportation Service for  
   Distribution Level Customers   ....... 57032-G,57033-G,57034-G,53323-G,53324-G 
    53325-G,53326-G 
GT-TLS Intrastate Transportation Service for  
   Transmission Level Customers   ..... 53327-G,57035-G,57036-G,57037-G,57038-G 
    53331-G,53332-G,53333-G,53334-G,53335-G 
    53336-G,53337-G,53338-G 
GT-SWGX Wholesale Natural Gas Service  .....................................................   56412-G,45341-G 
G-IMB Transportation Imbalance Service  ...................   57227-G,57224-G,57134-G,57228-G 
    53788-G,55072-G,55073-G 
G-OSD Off-System Delivery Service  ........................... 47345-G*,47346-G,53183-G,47348-G 
G-BTS Backbone Transportation Service  ...................... 56477-G,56478-G,57039-G,57002-G 
    47176-G,49399-G,56651-G,47179-G,56652-G,53467-G 
    56653-G,56654-G,53470-G,56655-G,56656-G,56657-G,56658-G 
G-POOL Pooling Service  ................................................................. 47188-G,47189-G,42278-G 
G-BSS Basic Storage Service  ......................................   43337-G,56065-G,45767-G,45768-G 
    45769-G,45770-G 
G-AUC Auction Storage Service  ..................................   43338-G,32709-G,32710-G,32711-G 
    32712-G,32713-G,36314-G,32715-G 
G-LTS Long-Term Storage Service  .............................   32716-G,32717-G,56066-G,45771-G 
    45772-G,45773-G 
G-TBS Transaction Based Storage Service ..................   45355-G,43340-G,56067-G,45775-G 
    52897-G,52898-G 
G-CBS UDC Consolidated Billing Service  ..................   51155-G,54820-G,34073-G,54821-G 
G-SMT Secondary Market Transactions  
   of Storage Rights  ......................................................... 45359-G,50343-G,45361-G 
G-TCA Transportation Charge Adjustment  .................................................................. 57040-G 
 
G-CCC Greenhouse Gas California Climate Credit  ..................................................... 57219-G 
 
GO-BCUS Biogas Conditioning/Upgrade Services  ...........   51156-G,51157-G,51158-G,51159-G 
    51160-G,51161-G,54919-G,54920-G,54921-G 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T 
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RULES 
 
 Rule Number Title of Sheet Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 
 

1 Definitions  ...........................   51164-G,57103-G,45820-G,53522-G,57229-G,53524-G 
  53525-G,53526-G,53341-G,53342-G,45823-G,45824-G 
  51168-G,47122-G,47123-G,56660-G,56661-G,47126-G 
2 Description of Service  .......................................   45832-G,45833-G,45834-G,45835-G 
  55768-G,55769-G,55770-G,55771-G,55772-G 
3 Application for Service  ....................................................   35524-G,35525-G,35526-G 
4 Contracts  ..........................................................................................   35529-G,43366-G 
5 Special Information Required on Forms  .........................................   55932-G,55933-G 
6 Establishment and Re-Establishment of Credit  ...............................   50533-G,50534-G 
7 Deposits  ...........................................................................................................   50535-G 
9 Discontinuance of Service  .................................   56052-G,56053-G,56054-G,56162-G 

  56056-G,56163-G,55937-G,55938-G,55939-G 
10 Service Charges  ..................................   54738-G,38903-G,51000-G,49741-G,49742-G 
11 Disputed Bills  ..................................................................................   55940-G,55941-G 
12 Rendering and Payment of Bills  ........................   50543-G,50544-G,50545-G,42089-G 
13 Meters and Equipment .....................................................................   45841-G,57197-G 
14 Meter Reading  .................................................................................   56616-G,56617-G 
15 Meter Tests  ......................................................................................................   36872-G 
16 Adjustment of Bills  ..........................................................   42615-G,46713-G,46714-G 
18 Notices  .............................................................................................................   38239-G 
19 Rates and Optional Rates  ................................................................................   40825-G 
20 Gas Main Extensions  ...........   47441-G,31801-G,38506-G,56167-G,32375-G,47127-G 
  42766-G,31807-G,37767-G,47442-G,37769-G,56168-G,56169-G 
21 Gas Service Extensions  .......   47443-G,31814-G,31815-G,31816-G,31817-G,31818-G 
  31819-G,31820-G,38510-G,31822-G,31823-G,31824-G,31825-G 
22 Temporary Service  ..........................................................................   43783-G,43784-G 
23 Continuity of Service and Interruption of 
   Delivery  ...........................................................   53343-G,53344-G,53345-G,53346-G 
  53347-G,53348-G,53349-G,53350-G 
24 Supply to Individual Premises and Resale of Gas  ............   57198-G,57199-G,57200-G 

                     57201-G 
25 Company's Right of Ingress to and Egress from 
   the Consumer's Premises  ...............................................................................   24655-G 

 
 
 
 
T 
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RULES (continued) 
 
  26  Consumer Responsible for Equipment for 
      Receiving and Utilizing Gas  ..........................................................................   45843-G 
  27  Service Connections Made by Company's  
      Employees  .....................................................................................................   24657-G 
  28  Compensation to Company's Employees  ........................................................   24658-G 
  29  Change of Consumer's Apparatus or Equipment  ............................................   24659-G 
  30  Transportation of Customer-Owned Gas  ..........   47193-G,51792-G,56479-G,51794-G 
     52899-G,53351-G,51797-G,56480-G,53527-G,47360-G 
     55074-G,56662-G,56322-G,57230-G,56324-G,56325-G 
     56326-G,56327-G,56400-G,56329-G,56330-G,56331-G 
     56663-G,56401-G,56664-G,56665-G,56404-G,56337-G 

 56405-G,56339-G,56340-G 
  31  Automated Meter Reading  ..............................................................   46062-G,46063-G 
  32  Core Aggregation Transportation  ......................   54822-G,54823-G,54824-G,54825-G 
     54826-G,54827-G,54828-G,54829-G,54830-G,54831-G 
     54832-G,54833-G,54834-G,54835-G,54836-G,54837-G 
     54838-G,54839-G,54840-G, 54841-G, 54842-G, 54843-G, 54844-G 
  33  Electronic Bulletin Board (EBB)  ......................   47202-G,43389-G,45392-G,47203-G 
     45394-G,45395-G,45396-G,45397-G,45398-G 
  34  Provision of Utility Right-of-Way Information  ...............   33298-G,33299-G,33300-G 
     33301-G,33302-G,33303-G 
  35  Contracted Marketer Transportation  .................   27068-G,27069-G,27070-G,27071-G 
     36325-G,27073-G,36326-G,27075-G 
  36  Interstate Capacity Brokering  ..........................................................   39590-G,39591-G 
  38  Commercial/Industrial Equipment 
      Incentive Program  ............................   55216-G,55217-G,55218-G,55219-G,32749-G 
  39  Access to the SoCalGas 
      Pipeline System  ...........................   53711-G,-G,53712-G,53713-G,51965-G,51966-G 
  40  On-Bill Financing Program  .............................................................   44205-G,41155-G 
  41  Utility System Operation  ....................   55198-G,55080-G,55081-G,55701-G,55083-G 
     55702-G,56191-G,55086-G,55696-G,55088-G          
  42  Privacy and Security Protections  
    for Energy Usage Data  .......................   50587-G,50588-G,50347-G,50348-G,50349-G 
     50350-G,50351-G,48636-G,48637-G,50352-G 
     50589-G,50590-G,55703-G,55704-G,55705-G 
  43  On-Bill Repayment (Pilot Programs)  ................   51825-G,50796-G,50797-G,51826-G 
 51827-G,51828-G,51829-G,51830-G 

44  Mobilehome Park Utility Upgrade Program  .....   56146-G,56147-G,56148-G,56149-G 
 56150-G,56151-G,56152-G,56153-G,56154-G 
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