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Advice No. 5371 
(U 904G)  
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
  
Subject:  Establishment of New Memorandum Account and Proposed Allocation 

of Data Gathering Plan Budget Pursuant to Decision (D.) 18-08-019 
 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) hereby submits for approval by the 
California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) revisions to its tariff schedules, 
applicable throughout its service territory, as shown on Attachment A. 
  
Purpose 
 
Pursuant to Decision (D.) 18-08-019 Ordering Paragraph (OP) 6 and 14, this submittal 
establishes the San Joaquin Valley Data Gathering Plan Memorandum Account 
(SJVDGPMA) and proposes an allocation of the Data Gathering Plan Budget.   
 
Background 
 
On August 31, 2018, the Commission issued D.18-08-019 that approved a data 
gathering plan for the San Joaquin Valley Disadvantaged Communities (DACs), 
adopted a process for updating the list of San Joaquin Valley DACs and added nine 
communities to this list.  OP 14 of D.18-08-019 directed the utilities to submit a Tier 2 
Advice Letter within 60 days of the effective date of the decision (effective date of D.18-
08-019 was August 23, 2018) to establish a new memorandum account to record and 
recover costs associated with the San Joaquin Valley Data Gathering Plan (the Plan) 
including utilities’ administrative costs, and to propose a recommended approach for 
tracking, recording and recovering the costs associated with the Plan.  Additionally, 
pursuant to OP 6 of D.18-08-019, utilities were directed to submit within 60 days of the 
effective date of the decision, as part of a Tier 2 or Tier 3 Advice Letter, a proposed 
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allocation to each Utility of the Plan budget consistent with the direction provided in the 
decision.   
 
Establishment of the SJVDGPMA  
 
SoCalGas proposes to establish the SJVDGPMA.  The purpose of this account is to 
record and recover the costs associated with the Plan which include, but are not limited 
to, the administrative costs incurred to develop, support and report on the Plan, 
contractor or consultant-related costs to administer and implement the Plan, and any 
other reasonable costs to implement the Plan.  Recovery of costs will be requested in 
connection with SoCalGas’ annual Public Purpose Program surcharge rate update 
which is submitted in October for rates effective January 1st of the following year.   
 
Utility Data Gathering Plan Budget Proposed Allocation 
 
Pursuant to OP 6, the utilities established their respective proposed allocations of the 
Plan budget.  The utility allocation was derived using the following methodology:  
 

(1) Fixed costs for the study were divided evenly between Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company (PG&E), Southern California Edison Company (SCE), and SoCalGas.   
 

(2) Data collection tasks were split based on the percentage of communities in each 
utility territory.  The following allocation was agreed upon among the utilities: 
SoCalGas - 32%, PG&E - 43%, and SCE - 25%.   

 
Protests  
 
Anyone may protest this Advice Letter to the Commission.  The protest must state the 
grounds upon which it is based, including such items as financial and service impact, 
and should be submitted expeditiously.  The protest must be made in writing and 
received within 20 days of the date of this Advice Letter, which is November 11, 2018.  
The address for mailing or delivering a protest to the Commission is: 
  

CPUC Energy Division  
Attention:  Tariff Unit  
505 Van Ness Avenue  
San Francisco, CA 94102 
  

Copies of the protest should also be sent via e-mail to the attention of the Energy 
Division Tariff Unit (EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov).  A copy of the protest shall also be sent 
via both e-mail and facsimile to the address shown below on the same date it is mailed 
or delivered to the Commission: 
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Attn:  Ray B. Ortiz  
Tariff Manager - GT14D6  
555 West Fifth Street  
Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011  
Facsimile No.:  (213) 244-4957  
E-Mail:  ROrtiz@semprautilities.com  

 
Effective Date  
 
In accordance with OP 14 of D.18-08-019, this submittal is classified as Tier 2 (effective 
after staff approval) and subject to Energy Division disposition.  Therefore, SoCalGas 
respectfully requests that this submittal be approved on November 21, 2018, which is 
30 calendar days from the date submitted. 
 
Notice  
 
A copy of this Advice Letter is being sent to SoCalGas’ GO 96-B service list and the 
Commission’s service list in R.15-03-010.  Address change requests to the GO 
96-B service list should be directed via e-mail to tariffs@socalgas.com or call 
213-244-2837.  For changes to all other service lists, please contact the 
Commission’s Process Office at 415-703-2021 or via e-mail at 
Process_Office@cpuc.ca.gov.    
      
  
 
 

_____________________________ 
Ronald van der Leeden 

Director - Regulatory Affairs 
 
Attachments 
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B. LISTING OF MEMORANDUM ACCOUNTS  (Continued) 
 

Pipeline Safety Enhancement Plan – Phase 2 Memorandum Account (PSEP-P2MA) 
Officer Compensation Memorandum Account (OCMA) 
Tax Memorandum Account (TMA) 
Winter Demand Response Memorandum Account (WDRMA) 
System Operator Gas Account (SOGA) 
Avoided Cost Calculator Update Memorandum Account (ACCUMA) 
Injection Enhancement Cost Memorandum Account (IECMA) 
Natural Gas Leak Abatement Program Memorandum Account (NGLAPMA) 
Otay Mesa Pipeline Capacity Memorandum Account (OMPCMA) 
Dairy Biomethane Solicitation Development Memorandum Account (DBSDMA) 
Wildfires Customer Protection Memorandum Account (WCPMA) 
Line 1600 Records Audit Memorandum Account (L1600RAMA) 
Emergency Customer Protections Memorandum Account (ECPMA) 
San Joaquin Valley Data Gathering Plan Memorandum Account (SJVDGPMA) 
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1. Purpose   
 
The SJVDGPMA is an interest-bearing account recorded on SoCalGas’ financial statements.  Pursuant 
to Decision (D.) 18-08-019, “Decision Approving the Data Gathering Plan in San Joaquin Valley 
Disadvantaged Communities, Adopting Process for Updating the List of San Joaquin Valley 
Disadvantaged Communities, and Adding Nine Communities to the List,” the SJVDGPMA will record 
the costs associated with the Data Gathering Plan (Plan).  Costs include, but are not limited to,  
 

• the administrative costs incurred to develop, support and report on the Plan;  
• contractor or consultant-related costs to administer and implement the Plan; and  
• any other reasonable costs to implement the Plan.   

 
2. Applicability 

The SJVDGPMA shall apply to gas customers except those excluded by the Commission. 
 
3. Rates 

See Disposition Section. 
 
4. Accounting Procedures 
 

SoCalGas maintains this account by making monthly entries, net of applicable FF&U, as follows: 
 

a) A debit entry to record the incremental O&M administrative costs associated with the 
implementation of the Plan; 

b) A debit entry to record the incremental, capital-related administrative costs (depreciation, 
return, and income taxes) associated with the implementation of the Plan; 

c) A credit entry equal to the recorded gas surcharge billed for the month, net of actual bad debt 
write-offs; 

d) A debit entry equal to the gas surcharge funds, net of any refunds to exempt customers, 
remitted to the State Board of Equalization (BOE) pursuant to Assembly Bill 1002; 
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4. Accounting Procedures  (Continued) 
 

a) A debit entry equal to refunds to customers that are exempt from the surcharge under Section 
896 of the Public Utilities Code and the California Energy Resources Surcharge Regulation 
Sections 2315 and 2316; 

b) A credit entry equal to the reimbursement of the gas surcharge funds, including actual interest 
earned in the Gas Consumption Surcharge Fund while the funds were in the possession of the 
State.  The amount reimbursed excludes the funds retained by the BOE/Commission to offset 
their administration costs and any refunds paid by the BOE to customers that are exempt from 
the surcharge; and 

c) An entry equal to interest on the average of the balance in the account during the month, 
calculated in the manner described in Preliminary Statement, Part I, J. 

1. Disposition 

The balance in the SJVDGPMA will be included in SoCalGas’ annual Public Purpose Program 
surcharge rate update submittal for rates effective January 1st of the following year.  Recovery of costs 
is limited to the allocated budget approved by the Commission, and any over-expenditures may not be 
recovered from ratepayers.  Shareholders absorb the balance in the event that actual costs exceed 
authorized budget levels allocated to SoCalGas. 
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The following listed sheets contain all effective Schedules of Rates and Rules affecting service and 
information relating thereto in effect on the date indicated thereon. 
 
GENERAL Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 
 

Title Page  ......................................................................................................................................   40864-G 
Table of Contents--General and Preliminary Statement  .................   55543-G,55544-G,55545-G,55223-G 
Table of Contents--Service Area Maps and Descriptions  ............................................................   53356-G 
Table of Contents--Rate Schedules  ...............................................................   55534-G,55535-G,55516-G 
Table of Contents--List of Cities and Communities Served  .........................................................   54790-G 
Table of Contents--List of Contracts and Deviations  ...................................................................   54790-G 
Table of Contents--Rules  ...............................................................................................   54910-G,55221-G 
Table of Contents--Sample Forms  ....................   54967-G,54383-G,51537-G,54745-G,54746-G,52292-G 

 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
 

Part I General Service Information  ..................................   45597-G,24332-G,54726-G,24334-G,48970-G 
 
Part II Summary of Rates and Charges  ............   55518-G,55519-G,55520-G,55244-G,54570-G,55521-G 
 55484-G,46431-G,46432-G,54550-G,55493-G,55494-G,55495-G,55140-G 
 
Part III Cost Allocation and Revenue Requirement  ......................................   55141-G,50447-G,55142-G 
 
Part IV Income Tax Component of Contributions and Advances  .................................   52273-G,24354-G 
 
Part V Balancing Accounts 

Description and Listing of Balancing Accounts  ....................................................   52939-G,54130-G 
Purchased Gas Account (PGA)  .............................................................................   52769-G,53254-G 
Core Fixed Cost Account (CFCA)  .........................................   53433-G,53434-G,54507-G,53436-G 
Noncore Fixed Cost Account (NFCA)  ..................................................   53255-G,54508-G,54509-G 
Enhanced Oil Recovery Account (EORA)  ...........................................................................   49712-G 
Noncore Storage Balancing Account (NSBA)  ......................................................   52886-G,52887-G 
California Alternate Rates for Energy Account (CAREA)  ...................................   45882-G,45883-G 
Hazardous Substance Cost Recovery Account (HSCRA)  ....................   40875-G, 40876-G,40877-G 
Gas Cost Rewards and Penalties Account (GCRPA)  ...........................................................   40881-G 
Pension Balancing Account (PBA)  ........................................................................  54544-G,52941-G 
Post-Retirement Benefits Other Than Pensions Balancing Account (PBOPBA)  ..  54545-G,52943-G 
Research Development and Demonstration Surcharge Account (RDDGSA) .......................   40888-G 
Demand Side Management Balancing Account (DSMBA) ....................................  45194-G,41153-G 
Direct Assistance Program Balancing Account (DAPBA)  ....................................  52583-G,52584-G 
Integrated Transmission Balancing Account (ITBA)  ...........................................................   49313-G 
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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT  (Continued) 
 

Part V Balancing Accounts  (Continued) 
Compressor Station Fuel and Power Balancing Account (CFPBA)  ...................................   52944-G 
Distribution Integrity Management Program Balancing Account (DIMPBA)  ...................   49314-G 
Rewards and Penalties Balancing Account (RPBA)  ............................................   49315-G,49316-G 
On-Bill Financing Balancing Account (OBFBA)  ................................................................. 45195-G 
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Advanced Metering Infrastructure Balancing Account (AMIBA)  .......... 54429-G,53972-G,53973-G 

53974-G,54430-G 
New Environmental Regulation Balancing Account (NERBA)   ..........   54547-G,52946-G,54132-G 
Transmission Integrity Management Program Balancing Account (TIMPBA)  ..................   52948-G 
Post-2011 Distribution Integrity Management Program  
   Balancing Account (Post-2011 DIMPBA)  .......................................................................   52949-G 
Compression Services Balancing Account (CSBA)  ............................................................   48857-G 
Biogas Conditioning/Upgrading Services Balancing Account (BCSBA)  ............................. 49864-G 
Master Meter Balancing Account (MMBA)  .......................................................... 54373-G,53816-G 
Safety Enhancement Capital Cost Balancing Account (SECCBA) ....................... 52332-G, 53087-G 
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Distributed Energy Resources Services Balancing Account (DERSSBA)  ........................... 51364-G 
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Self-Generation Program Memorandum Account (SGPMA)  ..............................................   41105-G 
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