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Advice No. 5215 
(U 904 G) 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
 
Subject:  Revision of Advanced Meter Infrastructure Balancing Account (AMIBA)    
     
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) hereby submits for approval by the 
California Public Utilities Commission (Commission or CPUC) revisions to the AMIBA, 
Preliminary Statement - Part V – Balancing Accounts, as shown on Attachment A. 
 
Purpose 
 
Consistent with Ordering Paragraph (OP) 8 of Decision (D.) 16-06-054 and the 
Commission’s prior approval of Advice No. (AL) 5134, SoCalGas revises the AMIBA 
Preliminary Statement to:  1) reflect that the Deployment Phase Cost Subaccount of 
the AMIBA will also record costs associated with the installation of Advanced Meter 
Infrastructure (AMI) communication modules for large commercial and industrial 
customers and distribution network pressure monitors.   
 
Background  
 
On April 8, 2010, the Commission issued D.10-04-027 approving SoCalGas’ AMI 
Application (A.) 08-09-023 with modifications.  D.10-04-027 authorized $1,050.7 
million of capital and operating and maintenance (O&M) expenditures for SoCalGas’ 
AMI project over a proposed deployment period of 2009 through 2015.  However, due 
to the delay in obtaining approval of SoCalGas’ AMI project, the Commission, in its 
approval of AL 4110, revised the deployment period to an estimated deployment 
period of April 2010 through April 2017, which is consistent with the seven-year 
deployment period as proposed in A.08-09-023.1  During this period, SoCalGas is 

                     
1 SoCalGas’ AMI revenue requirement for 2017 was approved in AL 5075.   
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installing nearly six million gas AMI meter modules.  Pursuant to OP 8 of D.16-06-054, 
the Commission authorized the extension of the AMIBA until SoCalGas’ next GRC.2   
 
Pursuant to OP 8 of D.16-06-054, on May 5, 2017, SoCalGas filed AL 5134 to revise 
the AMIBA Preliminary Statement to:  1) extend the mechanism at least one year 
beyond the seven-year deployment period (2010-2017) through 2018, or until the 
associated costs and benefits are incorporated in a subsequent General Rate Case 
(GRC);  and 2) establish separate subaccounts in the AMIBA to record costs 
associated with the deployment and post-deployment periods of the AMI project as 
well as for on-going meter reading costs in areas where the AMI network is not 
constructed.  For the post-deployment period, AL 5134 also proposed to update and 
extend the AMI revenue requirement to reflect the total costs and benefits which will 
be collected in rates beginning on January 1, 2018.  The Commission approved 
SoCalGas AL 5134 on June 5, 2017.  
 
Proposed Changes to AMIBA 
 
SoCalGas proposes to revise the Deployment Phase Cost Subaccount in the AMIBA 
to also record costs associated with the installation of AMI communication modules for 
large commercial and industrial customers and distribution network pressure 
monitors.   
 
As part of the AMI project, SoCalGas intends to install AMI communication modules 
at 3,000 sites encompassing both large commercial and industrial customers and 
distribution network pressure monitors.  The modules for the large commercial and 
industrial customers and distribution network pressure monitors represent a more 
sophisticated module than a standard core customer meter.     
 
To date, SoCalGas has installed approximately 1,400 of these modules.  SoCalGas’ 
vendor Aclara experienced a supply chain disruption that rendered them incapable of 
producing the remaining modules required for installation as part of SoCalGas’ AMI 
project.  As a result, the modules for the large commercial and industrial customers 
and distribution network pressure monitors will not be available until early 2018.  Due 
to the delay in availability of these Meter Transmission Units (MTUs), SoCalGas will be 
unable to complete these installations in 2017 as originally planned.  The installation of 
the remaining large commercial and industrial customer and distribution network 
pressure monitor modules will instead occur in 2018 as soon as the MTUs are made 
available. 
 
The current product shortage is not expected to delay the completion of these 
installations beyond 2018.  

                     
2 SoCalGas filed its 2019 GRC application with the CPUC on October 6, 2017 requesting a 
test year 2019 revenue requirement and a post-test year mechanism for years 2020, 2021, 
and 2022. 
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The disposition and true up of balances in the Deployment Phase Cost Subaccount 
will be amortized in connection with SoCalGas’ annual regulatory accounts update 
filing.   
 
This filing does not conflict with any rate schedules or any other rules, or cause the 
withdrawal of service. 
 
Protest 
 
Anyone may protest this AL to the Commission.  The protest must state the grounds 
upon which it is based, including such items as financial and service impact, and 
should be submitted expeditiously.  The protest must be made in writing and must be 
received within 20 days of the date of this AL, which is November 27, 2017.  There is 
no restriction on who may file a protest.  The address for mailing or delivering a protest 
to the Commission is: 

 
CPUC Energy Division 
Attention:  Tariff Unit 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102 

 
Copies of the protest should also be sent via e-mail to the attention of the Energy 
Division Tariff Unit (EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov).  A copy of the protest should also be 
sent via both e-mail and facsimile to the address shown below on the same date it is 
mailed or delivered to the Commission. 
 

Attn:  Ray B. Ortiz 
Tariff Manager - GT14D6 
555 West Fifth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011 
Facsimile No.:  (213) 244-4957 
E-mail:  ROrtiz@SempraUtilities.com   
 

Effective Date 
 
SoCalGas believes that this filing is subject to Energy Division disposition and should 
be classified as Tier 2 (effective after staff approval) pursuant to General Order (GO) 
96-B.  This filing is consistent with D.10-04-027 and D.16-06-054.  Therefore, 
SoCalGas respectfully requests that this filing be approved on December 7, 2017, 
which is 30 days after the date filed.   
 
Notice 
 
A copy of this AL is being sent to SoCalGas’ GO 96-B service list and the 
Commission’s service list in A.14-11-004, SoCalGas’ TY 2016 GRC.  Address change 
requests to the GO 96-B service list should be directed by electronic mail to 
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Tariffs@socalgas.com or call 213-244-2837.  For changes to all other service lists, 
please contact the Commission’s Process Office at 415-703-2021 or by electronic mail 
at Process_Office@cpuc.ca.gov. 
 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Ronald van der Leeden 

Director - Regulatory Affairs 
 

Attachments 
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1 Discuss in AL if more space is needed. 
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Cal. P.U.C. 
Sheet No.  Title of Sheet  

Cancelling Cal. 
P.U.C. Sheet No. 

 

1 

Revised 54429-G  PRELIMINARY STATEMENT - PART V - 
BALANCING ACCOUNTS, ADVANCED 
METERING INFRASTRUCTURE 
BALANCING ACCOUNT (AMIBA), Sheet 1

 Revised 53971-G 

Revised 54430-G  PRELIMINARY STATEMENT - PART V - 
BALANCING ACCOUNTS, ADVANCED 
METERING INFRASTRUCTURE 
BALANCING ACCOUNT (AMIBA), Sheet 5

 Original 53975-G 

     
Revised 54431-G  TABLE OF CONTENTS  Revised 54428-G
Revised 54432-G  TABLE OF CONTENTS  Revised 54377-G
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 PRELIMINARY STATEMENT - PART V - BALANCING ACCOUNTS Sheet 1
 ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE BALANCING ACCOUNT (AMIBA)
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1H8 Regulatory Affairs RESOLUTION NO.  
 

1. Purpose 
 

The AMIBA is an interest bearing balancing account that is recorded on SoCalGas' financial 
statements.  The purpose of the AMIBA is to record the costs and corresponding revenue requirement 
associated with the Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) project, as outlined in Commission 
Decision (D.) 10-04-027 dated April 8, 2010.  SoCalGas will deploy an AMI system by installing gas 
AMI meter modules and supporting communication network throughout its service territory.  The total 
authorized gas program cost for SoCalGas is $1,050.7 million for a seven-year deployment period 
beginning in 2010 subject to additional costs authorized as described in Section 7 below.  Pursuant to 
D.16-06-054, SoCalGas’ 2016 General Rate Case (GRC), Advice No. 5134, and Advice No. 5215, the 
AMIBA has been extended beyond the seven-year deployment period until the costs and benefits 
associated with the completion of the AMI Project are incorporated in SoCalGas’ next GRC.  Pursuant 
to Advice No. 5134, the AMIBA will consist of the following three subaccounts:    
 

a) Deployment Phase Cost Subaccount – record costs associated with deployment activities.  
 
b) Post-Deployment Cost Subaccount – record costs and benefits associated with post-

deployment activities.  
 

c) Escalated Jurisdictions Cost Subaccount – record meter reading costs associated with 
escalated jurisdictions where the AMI network has not been deployed.  

 
2. Applicability 

 
The AMIBA shall apply to all customer classes, except for any classes that may be specifically 
excluded by the Commission. 
 

3. Rates 
 
The AMI authorized revenue requirement will be included in gas transportation rates as approved by 
the Commission. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D,N 
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8. Disposition 
 
The disposition of the subaccount balances will be addressed as follows:  
 

• Deployment Phase Cost Subaccount – Pursuant to D.10-04-027, SoCalGas will include in rates 
the authorized revenue requirement for the AMI project over the project period and through the 
interim period prior to incorporation of the AMI costs and benefits in SoCalGas’ next GRC 
pursuant to Advice No. 5134 and Advice No. 5215.  The subaccount balance remaining, except 
the shareholder costs noted in Section 7, will be amortized in connection with SoCalGas’ 
Annual Regulatory Account Balance Update filed in October of each year.  Project costs that 
exceed $1,150.7 million will be included in rates after they are approved by the Commission 
following a reasonableness review. 
 

• Post-Deployment Phase Cost Subaccount – The subaccount balance associated with the 
recording of the ongoing incremental O&M costs/benefits and capital-related costs associated 
with AMI assets placed in service during the post-deployment period will also be amortized in 
rates in connection with SoCalGas’ Annual Regulatory Account Balance Update filing until 
such costs/benefits are incorporated in SoCalGas’ next GRC.   
 

• Escalated Jurisdictions Cost Subaccount – The subaccount balance will be addressed in 
connection with SoCalGas’ next GRC or other applicable proceeding designated by the 
Commission. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
N 
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The following listed sheets contain all effective Schedules of Rates and Rules affecting service and 
information relating thereto in effect on the date indicated thereon. 
 
GENERAL Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 
 

Title Page  ......................................................................................................................................   40864-G 
Table of Contents--General and Preliminary Statement  .................   54431-G,54432-G,54139-G,54176-G 
Table of Contents--Service Area Maps and Descriptions  ............................................................   53356-G 
Table of Contents--Rate Schedules  ...............................................................   54413-G,54414-G,54427-G 
Table of Contents--List of Cities and Communities Served  .........................................................   52484-G 
Table of Contents--List of Contracts and Deviations  ...................................................................   52484-G 
Table of Contents--Rules  ...............................................................................................   53910-G,54375-G 
Table of Contents--Sample Forms  ....................   53958-G,53707-G,51537-G,53998-G,54253-G,52292-G 

 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
 

Part I General Service Information  ..................................   45597-G,24332-G,24333-G,24334-G,48970-G 
 
Part II Summary of Rates and Charges  ............   54391-G,54392-G,54393-G,54148-G,54149-G,54394-G 
 54386-G,46431-G,46432-G,53561-G,54395-G,54396-G,54397-G,54154-G 
 
Part III Cost Allocation and Revenue Requirement  ......................................   53582-G,50447-G,53583-G 
 
Part IV Income Tax Component of Contributions and Advances  .................................   52273-G,24354-G 
 
Part V Balancing Accounts 

Description and Listing of Balancing Accounts  ....................................................   52939-G,54130-G 
Purchased Gas Account (PGA)  .............................................................................   52769-G,53254-G 
Core Fixed Cost Account (CFCA)  .........................................   53433-G,53434-G,53834-G,53436-G 
Noncore Fixed Cost Account (NFCA)  ..................................................   53255-G,53835-G,53836-G 
Enhanced Oil Recovery Account (EORA)  ...........................................................................   49712-G 
Noncore Storage Balancing Account (NSBA)  ......................................................   52886-G,52887-G 
California Alternate Rates for Energy Account (CAREA)  ...................................   45882-G,45883-G 
Hazardous Substance Cost Recovery Account (HSCRA)  ....................   40875-G, 40876-G,40877-G 
Gas Cost Rewards and Penalties Account (GCRPA)  ...........................................................   40881-G 
Pension Balancing Account (PBA)  .......................................................................   52940-G,52941-G 
Post-Retirement Benefits Other Than Pensions Balancing Account (PBOPBA)  .   52942-G,52943-G 
Research Development and Demonstration Surcharge Account (RDDGSA) ......................... 40888-G 
Demand Side Management Balancing Account (DSMBA) ..................................... 45194-G,41153-G 
Direct Assistance Program Balancing Account (DAPBA)  ..................................... 52583-G,52584-G 
Integrated Transmission Balancing Account (ITBA)  ............................................................. 49313-G 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
T 
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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT  (Continued) 
 

Part V Balancing Accounts  (Continued) 
Compressor Station Fuel and Power Balancing Account (CFPBA)  ...................................   52944-G 
Distribution Integrity Management Program Balancing Account (DIMPBA)  ...................   49314-G 
Rewards and Penalties Balancing Account (RPBA)  ............................................   49315-G,49316-G 
On-Bill Financing Balancing Account (OBFBA)  ................................................................. 45195-G 
Company Use Fuel for Load Balancing Account (CUFLBA)  ............................................   45279-G 
Backbone Transmission Balancing Account (BTBA)  .......................................... 53837-G,53438-G, 
Advanced Metering Infrastructure Balancing Account (AMIBA)  .......... 54429-G,53972-G,53973-G 

53974-G,54430-G 
New Environmental Regulation Balancing Account (NERBA) )  .........   54131-G,52946-G,54132-G 
Transmission Integrity Management Program Balancing Account (TIMPBA)  ..................   52948-G 
Post-2011 Distribution Integrity Management Program  
   Balancing Account (Post-2011 DIMPBA)  .......................................................................   52949-G 
Compression Services Balancing Account (CSBA)  ............................................................   48857-G 
Biogas Conditioning/Upgrading Services Balancing Account (BCSBA)  ............................. 49864-G 
Master Meter Balancing Account (MMBA)  ......................................................................... 54373-G 
Safety Enhancement Capital Cost Balancing Account (SECCBA) ....................... 52332-G, 53087-G 
Safety Enhancement Expense Balancing Account (SEEBA)  ............................................... 53088-G 
Greenhouse Gas Balancing Account (GHGBA)  ..................................... 52049-G,52950-G,52051-G 
Advanced Meter Opt-Out Program Balancing Account (AMOPBA) ..................... 51904-G,51905-G 
Low-Carbon Fuel Standard Balancing Account (LCFSBA)  ................................................. 51364-G 
Biomethane Cost Incentive Program Balancing Account (BCIPBA)  .................... 53709-G,53710-G 
Distributed Energy Resources Services Balancing Account (DERSSBA)  ........................... 51364-G 
Storage Integrity Management Program Balancing Account (SIMPBA).…………………..52951-G 
Natural Gas Leak Abatement Program Balancing Account (NGLAPBA)………..54133-G,54134-G 
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Description and Listing of Memorandum Accounts  .............................................   53089-G,54135-G 
PCB Expense Account (PCBEA)  .........................................................................................   49317-G 
Research Development and Demonstration Expense Account (RDDEA) .............   52952-G,52953-G 
Curtailment Violation Penalty Account (CVPA)  .................................................................   53440-G 
Economic Practicality Shortfall Memorandum Account (EPSMA)  .....................................   40896-G 
Catastrophic Event Memorandum Account (CEMA)  ...........................................   40897-G,40898-G 
Vernon Avoided Distribution Cost Memorandum Account (VADCMA)  ...........................   40899-G 
Vernon Negotiated Core Contract Memorandum Account (VNCCMA)  .............................   40901-G 
Research Royalty Memorandum Account (RRMA)  ............................................................   52954-G 
Intervenor Award Memorandum Account (IAMA)  .............................................................   40904-G 
Z Factor Account (ZFA)  ......................................................................................................   40905-G 
Self-Generation Program Memorandum Account (SGPMA)  ..............................................   41105-G 
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