
STATE OF CALIFORNIA Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION  

505 VAN NESS AVENUE                                                                                                                                                                       

SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3298 

 

November 14, 2017  

                                                                                                     Advice Letter 5106 and 5106-A 

Ronald van der Leeden  

Director, Regulatory Affairs 

Southern California Gas 

555 W. Fifth Street, GT14D6 

Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011 

 

 

Subject:  Continuation of the Mobile Home Park Utility Upgrade Program 

                Pursuant to D.14-03-021 and Supplement Filing 

     

Dear Mr. van der Leeden: 

 

Advice Letter 5106 as supplemented is effective as of October 20, 2017 per Resolution E-4878. 

 

 

Sincerely, 
 

  
Edward Randolph 

Director, Energy Division 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
October 20, 2017 
 
 
 
 
Advice No. 5106-A 
(U 904 G) 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
 
Subject:  Partial Supplement - Continuation of The Mobile Home Park Utility Upgrade 

Program Pursuant to Decision (D.)14-03-021 
 
Purpose 
 
Pursuant to Ordering Paragraph (OP) 7 of Resolution (Res.) E-4878, Southern California 
Gas Company (SoCalGas) hereby requests California Public Utilities Commission 
(Commission or CPUC) approval to revise tariffs originally submitted in Advice No. (AL) 5106 
to comply with Res. E-4878, as shown on Attachment A.  This filing supplements, in part, AL 
5106, as described herein. 
 
SoCalGas is revising its Preliminary Statement, Part V, Master Meter Balancing Account 
(MMBA) to indicate that the MMBA will remain open until all the Mobile Home Park (MHP) 
Conversion Program costs and associated revenue requirements are included in its General 
Rate Case (GRC).  Additionally, SoCalGas is revising its Rule No. 44, Mobile Home Park 
Utility Upgrade Program, to indicate the continuation of MHP Utility Upgrade Program (MHP 
Pilot Program) until the earlier date of December 31, 2019 or the issuance of a Commission 
decision on the applications for the continuation of the program and it would not begin 
construction of a MHP Pilot Program project if, at the start of the construction project, facts 
indicate that the conversion project would not be completed by October 31, 2019. 
 
Background 
 
Pursuant to D.14-03-021, the MHP Pilot Program was scheduled to end on December 31, 
2017.  Pursuant to OP 13 of D.14-03-021, SoCalGas filed AL 5106 on March 17, 2017 
requesting approval to: 1) continue the MHP Pilot Program through 2018 to complete the 
10% conversion target directed in D.14-03-021; (2) continue the MHP Pilot Program to 
convert an additional 5% of MHPs spaces; and (3) continue to record all the costs of the MHP 
Pilot Program in SoCalGas’ MMBA.  
 

Ronald van der Leeden 
Director 

Regulatory Affairs 
 

555 W. Fifth Street, GT14D6 
Los Angeles, CA  90013-1011 

Tel:  213.244.2009 
Fax:  213.244.4957 

RvanderLeeden@semprautilities.com 
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On September 29, 2017, the Commission issued Res. E-4878, which included allowing 
SoCalGas to: 1) continue the MHP Pilot Program and complete all Category 1 MHP 
conversions and work on Category 2 and 3 MHPs until the earlier date of December 1, 2019 
or the issuance of a Commission decision on the continuation, expansion, or modification of 
the program; 2) convert an additional 5% of MHPs spaces; and 3) not begin construction of a 
MHP Pilot Program project if, at the start of the construction project, facts indicate that the 
conversion project would not be completed by October 31, 2019.1 
 
Proposed Tariff Revisions 
 
In accordance with OP 7 of Res. E-4878, SoCalGas modifies the MMBA and Rule No. 44, as 
follows: 
  
MMBA 
 

1) Remove the “three-year” language under the Purpose and Accounting Procedures 
sections; and 
 

2) Add “Pursuant to Resolution E-4878, the MMBA will continue to record program 
expenses until the earlier date of December 31, 2019 or the issuance of a Commission 
decision on the continuation, expansion, or modification of the program” under the 
Purpose and Accounting Procedures sections. 
 

Rule No. 44 
 

1) Remove the “three-year” language under the General section; 
 

2) Add the “However, SoCalGas will not begin construction of a MHP Program project if, 
at the start of the construction project, facts indicate that the conversion project would 
not be completed by October 31, 2019” language to the first paragraph under the 
General section; and 
 

3) Add “Pursuant to Resolution E-4878, SoCalGas will continue the MHP Program until 
the earlier date of December 31, 2019 or the issuance of a Commission decision on 
the continuation, expansion, or modification of the program to complete the 10% 
conversion target directed in D.14-03-021 and continue the MHP Program to convert 
an additional 5% MHP spaces” language as the new second paragraph under the 
General section. 
 

Protest 
 
Anyone may protest this Advice Letter to the Commission.  The protest must state the 
grounds upon which it is based, including such items as financial and service impact, and 
should be submitted expeditiously.  The protests must be made in writing and received within 
20 days of the date of this advice letter, which is on November 9, 2017.  There is no 
                     
1 Res. E-4878, OP 7. 
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restriction on who may file a protest.  The address for mailing or delivering a protest to the 
Commission is: 

 
CPUC Energy Division 
Attention:  Tariff Unit 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102 

 
Copies of the protest should also be sent via e-mail to the attention of the Energy Division 
Tariff Unit (EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov).  A copy of the protest should also be sent via both 
e-mail and facsimile to the address shown below on the same date it is mailed or delivered to 
the Commission. 
 

Attn:  Ray B. Ortiz 
Tariff Manager - GT14D6 
555 West Fifth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011 
Facsimile No.:  (213) 244-4957 
E-mail:  ROrtiz@SempraUtilities.com 

 
Effective Date 
 
SoCalGas believes that this filing is subject to Energy Division disposition and, per OP 9 of 
Res. E-4878, should be classified as Tier 1 (effective pending disposition) pursuant to 
General Order (GO) 96-B.  Therefore, SoCalGas respectfully requests that this advice letter 
become effective for service on October 20, 2017, which is the date filed. 
 
Notice 
 
A copy of this Advice Letter is being sent to SoCalGas’ GO 96-B service list and the 
Commission’s service list in R.11-02-018.  Address change requests to the GO 96-B service 
list should be directed by electronic mail to tariffs@socalgas.com or call 213-244-2837.  For 
changes to all other service lists, please contact the Commission’s Process Office at 415-
703-2021 or by electronic mail at Process_Office@cpuc.ca.gov. 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Ronald van der Leeden 

Director - Regulatory Affairs 
 
Attachments 
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 PLC  HEAT  WATER E-mail:  ROrtiz@semprautilities.com  
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1 Discuss in AL if more space is needed. 
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 PRELIMINARY STATEMENT - PART V – BALANCING ACCOUNTS 
 MASTER METER BALANCING ACCOUNT (MMBA) 
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1. Purpose 
 
The MMBA is an interest bearing balancing account reflected on SoCalGas’ financial statements.  The 
purpose of the MMBA is to record the incremental costs associated with the conversion of master-
metered service (i.e., Mobile Home Park Conversion Program) at mobile home parks and manufactured 
housing communities to direct utility service.  The Mobile Home Park Conversion Program is a pilot 
program as authorized in Decision (D.) 14-03-021.  Pursuant to Resolution E-4878, the MMBA will 
continue to record program expenses until the earlier date of December 31, 2019 or the issuance of a 
Commission decision on the continuation, expansion, or modification of the program.   

 
2. Applicability 

 
This account will be incorporated in gas distribution rates and apply to all gas distribution customers 
except for those specifically excluded by the Commission. 

 
3. Rates 
 

See Disposition Section. 
 
4. Accounting Procedures 
 

SoCalGas shall maintain the MMBA by recording entries at the end of each month as follows, net of 
FF&U, where applicable: 

 
a) A debit entry equal to the actual incremental revenue requirements (i.e., O&M and capital-

related costs such as depreciation, taxes and return) associated with the “to the meter” 
Mobile Home Park conversion costs capitalized and placed in service upon system cutover to 
direct utility service, including incremental O&M start-up costs such as customer outreach, 
administration and other ongoing costs to implement the pilot program;   

b) A debit entry equal to the actual incremental revenue requirements (i.e., amortization, 
income taxes and return), of the regulatory asset balance associated with “beyond the meter” 
Mobile Home Park conversion costs amortized in rates over a ten-year period at SoCalGas’ 
current authorized rate of return on ratebase;   

c) An entry equal to amortization of the MMBA balance as authorized by the Commission; and 
d) An entry equal to the interest on the average balance in the account during the month, 

calculated in the manner described in the Preliminary Statement, Part I, J. 
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A. General 
 
SoCalGas offers the Mobilehome Park Utility Upgrade Program (MHP Program) as a voluntary living 
pilot program to convert approximately 10 percent of eligible master-metered submetered Mobilehome 
Parks or Manufactured Housing Communities (MHP) spaces within SoCalGas’ service territory.  
Subject to the requirements set forth in this Rule, all eligible submetered spaces (including both “To-
the-Meter” and “Beyond-the-Meter”) and common use services within the entire MHP will be 
converted from master-metered natural gas distribution service to direct SoCalGas distribution and 
service (Distribution System).  However, SoCalGas will not begin construction of a MHP Program 
project if, at the start of the construction project, facts indicate that the conversion project would not be 
completed by October 31, 2019.  
 
Pursuant to Resolution E-4878, SoCalGas will continue the MHP Program until the earlier date of 
December 31, 2019 or the issuance of a Commission decision on the continuation, expansion, or 
modification of the program to complete the 10% conversion target directed in D.14-03-021 and 
continue the MHP Program to covert an additional 5% MHP spaces.  
 

B. Applicability 
 
The MHP Program is available to all eligible master-metered submetered MHPs within SoCalGas’ 
service territory, as defined in Section C below.  Within the eligible MHPs, the only eligible 
Mobilehome spaces are those, as shown on the MHP operating permit issued by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development.  Recreational vehicle parks and spaces are not 
eligible for the MHP Program.   
 

C. MHP Program Eligibility 
 
1. MHPs must meet all of the following criteria to be eligible for the MHP Program.  MHP Program 

eligibility does not guarantee acceptance into the MHP Program, nor does it guarantee conversion 
to direct service from SoCalGas. 
 
a. Receive natural gas through a utility-owned master meter, own and operate the distribution 

system with at least a gas or electric associated submeters, and furnish natural gas and/or 
electricity to residents.  In cases where only one service is submetered, the submetered service 
must be served by a MHP Program participating utility; 
 

b. Operate under a current and valid license from the governmental entity with relevant authority; 
 

c. If operated on leased real property, the land lease agreement must continue for a minimum of 
20 years from the time that the MHP Program Agreement is executed by SoCalGas; and 
 

d. Not be subject to an enforceable condemnation order and/or to a pending condemnation 
proceeding. 
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RULES (continued) 
 
  26  Consumer Responsible for Equipment for 
      Receiving and Utilizing Gas  ..........................................................................   45843-G 
  27  Service Connections Made by Company's  
      Employees  .....................................................................................................   24657-G 
  28  Compensation to Company's Employees  ........................................................   24658-G 
  29  Change of Consumer's Apparatus or Equipment  .............................................   24659-G 
  30  Transportation of Customer-Owned Gas  ...........   47193-G,51792-G,51793-G,51794-G 
     52899-G,53351-G,51797-G,51798-G,53527-G,47360-G 
     53352-G,52673-G,53528-G,52901-G,52902-G,52677-G 
     51658-G,51659-G,51660-G,51661-G,51662-G,51663-G 
     51664-G,51665-G,51666-G,51667-G,51668-G,53529-G, 

53839-G 
  31  Automated Meter Reading  ..............................................................   46062-G,46063-G 
  32  Core Aggregation Transportation  ......................   50951-G,50952-G,50953-G,50954-G 
     50955-G,50956-G,50957-G,50958-G,50959-G,50960-G 
     50961-G,50962-G,50963-G,50964-G,50965-G,50966-G 
     50967-G,50968-G,50969-G 
  33  Electronic Bulletin Board (EBB)  ......................   47202-G,43389-G,45392-G,47203-G 
     45394-G,45395-G,45396-G,45397-G,45398-G 
  34  Provision of Utility Right-of-Way Information  ...............   33298-G,33299-G,33300-G 
     33301-G,33302-G,33303-G 
  35  Contracted Marketer Transportation  .................   27068-G,27069-G,27070-G,27071-G 
     36325-G,27073-G,36326-G,27075-G 
  36  Interstate Capacity Brokering  ..........................................................   39590-G,39591-G 
  38  Commercial/Industrial Equipment 
      Incentive Program  ............................   32745-G,32746-G,32747-G,50487-G,32749-G 
  39  Access to the SoCalGas 
      Pipeline System  ...........................   53711-G,-G,53712-G,53713-G,51965-G,51966-G 
  40  On-Bill Financing Program  .............................................................   44205-G,41155-G 
  41  Utility System Operation  ....................   51670-G,51671-G,53531-G,54243-G,54244-G 
     54245-G,54246-G,54247-G,53966-G,53967-G 

                                                                                               53968-G 
  42  Privacy and Security Protections  
    for Energy Usage Data  .......................   50587-G,50588-G,50347-G,50348-G,50349-G 
     50350-G,50351-G,48636-G,48637-G,50352-G 
     50589-G,50590-G,50591-G,50592-G,50593-G 
  43  On-Bill Repayment (Pilot Programs)  ................   51825-G,50796-G,50797-G,51826-G 
 51827-G,51828-G,51829-G,51830-G 

44  Mobilehome Park Utility Upgrade Program  .....   54374-G,50728-G,50729-G,50891-G 
 50892-G,50893-G,50894-G,50895-G,50896-G 
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The following listed sheets contain all effective Schedules of Rates and Rules affecting service and 
information relating thereto in effect on the date indicated thereon. 
 
GENERAL Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 
 

Title Page  ......................................................................................................................................   40864-G 
Table of Contents--General and Preliminary Statement  .................   54376-G,54377-G,54139-G,54176-G 
Table of Contents--Service Area Maps and Descriptions  ............................................................   53356-G 
Table of Contents--Rate Schedules  ...............................................................   54370-G,54371-G,54352-G 
Table of Contents--List of Cities and Communities Served  .........................................................   52484-G 
Table of Contents--List of Contracts and Deviations  ...................................................................   52484-G 
Table of Contents--Rules  ...............................................................................................   53910-G,54375-G 
Table of Contents--Sample Forms  ....................   53958-G,53707-G,51537-G,53998-G,54253-G,52292-G 

 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
 

Part I General Service Information  ..................................   45597-G,24332-G,24333-G,24334-G,48970-G 
 
Part II Summary of Rates and Charges  ............   54354-G,54355-G,54356-G,54148-G,54149-G,54357-G 
 54317-G,46431-G,46432-G,53561-G,54326-G,54327-G,54328-G,54154-G 
 
Part III Cost Allocation and Revenue Requirement  ......................................   53582-G,50447-G,53583-G 
 
Part IV Income Tax Component of Contributions and Advances  .................................   52273-G,24354-G 
 
Part V Balancing Accounts 

Description and Listing of Balancing Accounts  ....................................................   52939-G,54130-G 
Purchased Gas Account (PGA)  .............................................................................   52769-G,53254-G 
Core Fixed Cost Account (CFCA)  .........................................   53433-G,53434-G,53834-G,53436-G 
Noncore Fixed Cost Account (NFCA)  ..................................................   53255-G,53835-G,53836-G 
Enhanced Oil Recovery Account (EORA)  ...........................................................................   49712-G 
Noncore Storage Balancing Account (NSBA)  ......................................................   52886-G,52887-G 
California Alternate Rates for Energy Account (CAREA)  ...................................   45882-G,45883-G 
Hazardous Substance Cost Recovery Account (HSCRA)  ....................   40875-G, 40876-G,40877-G 
Gas Cost Rewards and Penalties Account (GCRPA)  ...........................................................   40881-G 
Pension Balancing Account (PBA)  .......................................................................   52940-G,52941-G 
Post-Retirement Benefits Other Than Pensions Balancing Account (PBOPBA)  .   52942-G,52943-G 
Research Development and Demonstration Surcharge Account (RDDGSA) ......................... 40888-G 
Demand Side Management Balancing Account (DSMBA) ..................................... 45194-G,41153-G 
Direct Assistance Program Balancing Account (DAPBA)  ..................................... 52583-G,52584-G 
Integrated Transmission Balancing Account (ITBA)  ............................................................. 49313-G 
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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT  (Continued) 
 

Part V Balancing Accounts  (Continued) 
Compressor Station Fuel and Power Balancing Account (CFPBA)  ...................................   52944-G 
Distribution Integrity Management Program Balancing Account (DIMPBA)  ...................   49314-G 
Rewards and Penalties Balancing Account (RPBA)  ............................................   49315-G,49316-G 
On-Bill Financing Balancing Account (OBFBA)  ................................................................. 45195-G 
Company Use Fuel for Load Balancing Account (CUFLBA)  ............................................   45279-G 
Backbone Transmission Balancing Account (BTBA)  .......................................... 53837-G,53438-G, 
Advanced Metering Infrastructure Balancing Account (AMIBA)  .......... 53971-G,53972-G,53973-G 

53974-G,53975-G 
New Environmental Regulation Balancing Account (NERBA) )  .........   54131-G,52946-G,54132-G 
Transmission Integrity Management Program Balancing Account (TIMPBA)  ..................   52948-G 
Post-2011 Distribution Integrity Management Program  
   Balancing Account (Post-2011 DIMPBA)  .......................................................................   52949-G 
Compression Services Balancing Account (CSBA)  ............................................................   48857-G 
Biogas Conditioning/Upgrading Services Balancing Account (BCSBA)  ............................. 49864-G 
Master Meter Balancing Account (MMBA)  .......................................................... 54373-G,53816-G 
Safety Enhancement Capital Cost Balancing Account (SECCBA) ....................... 52332-G, 53087-G 
Safety Enhancement Expense Balancing Account (SEEBA)  ............................................... 53088-G 
Greenhouse Gas Balancing Account (GHGBA)  ..................................... 52049-G,52950-G,52051-G 
Advanced Meter Opt-Out Program Balancing Account (AMOPBA) ..................... 51904-G,51905-G 
Low-Carbon Fuel Standard Balancing Account (LCFSBA)  ................................................. 51364-G 
Biomethane Cost Incentive Program Balancing Account (BCIPBA)  .................... 53709-G,53710-G 
Distributed Energy Resources Services Balancing Account (DERSSBA)  ........................... 51364-G 
Storage Integrity Management Program Balancing Account (SIMPBA).…………………..52951-G 
Natural Gas Leak Abatement Program Balancing Account (NGLAPBA)………..54133-G,54134-G 

 
Part VI Memorandum Accounts 

Description and Listing of Memorandum Accounts  .............................................   53089-G,54135-G 
PCB Expense Account (PCBEA)  .........................................................................................   49317-G 
Research Development and Demonstration Expense Account (RDDEA) .............   52952-G,52953-G 
Curtailment Violation Penalty Account (CVPA)  .................................................................   53440-G 
Economic Practicality Shortfall Memorandum Account (EPSMA)  .....................................   40896-G 
Catastrophic Event Memorandum Account (CEMA)  ...........................................   40897-G,40898-G 
Vernon Avoided Distribution Cost Memorandum Account (VADCMA)  ...........................   40899-G 
Vernon Negotiated Core Contract Memorandum Account (VNCCMA)  .............................   40901-G 
Research Royalty Memorandum Account (RRMA)  ............................................................   52954-G 
Intervenor Award Memorandum Account (IAMA)  .............................................................   40904-G 
Z Factor Account (ZFA)  ......................................................................................................   40905-G 
Self-Generation Program Memorandum Account (SGPMA)  ..............................................   41105-G 
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