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with General Order 96-B Section 8.2.3 
 

Dear Mr. Newsom: 

 

Advice Letter 4946-G is effective as of October 13, 2016, per Resolution G-3498 Ordering 

Paragraphs. 
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Advice No. 4946 
(U 904G)  
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
  
Subject:  Master Agreement with California High-Speed Rail Authority in 

Accordance with General Order 96-B Section 8.2.3 
 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) hereby submits for filing the subject 
agreement and a revision to its List of Contracts and Deviations, applicable throughout 
its service territory, as shown in Attachment A. 
 
Purpose  
 
SoCalGas has entered into a Master Agreement with the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority (Authority or CHSRA) to address the relocation and/or arrangement of utility 
facilities to accommodate the Authority’s High-Speed Rail Project (HSR Project).   
 
SoCalGas is notifying the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC or Commission) 
of the Master Agreement pursuant to General Order 96-B, Section 8.2.3, and requesting 
the Commission to issue a disposition that this agreement is reasonable and in the 
public interest.   
 
Background  
 
The Authority is responsible for the development and implementation of intercity 
high-speed rail service in California.  The California High-Speed Train System is 
designed to provide intercity, high-speed service on more than 800 miles of tracks 
throughout California, connecting the major population centers of Sacramento, the San 
Francisco Bay Area, Central Valley, Los Angeles, Inland Empire, Orange County, and 
San Diego.  The Authority’s future improvements associated with the HSR Project will 
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require SoCalGas to relocate or rearrange its facilities that are adjacent to or in close 
physical proximity with the new rail facilities. 
 
The Master Agreement with CHSRA is entered into consistent with the statutory 
procedures governing utility relocation to accommodate the Authority’s HSR Project set 
forth in the California High Speed Rail Act (HSR Act).1  The HSR Act requires CHSRA 
to pay the cost of utility relocation performed by utilities, subject to certain conditions.2  
In lieu of the statutory procedures governing utility relocation for state high-speed rail 
construction, the HSR Act authorizes CHSRA to enter into contracts with utilities to 
address the respective obligations of the parties for relocation of utility facilities to 
accommodate the project.3  SoCalGas is willing to accommodate the HSR Project and 
perform the necessary work under the terms and conditions as defined in the Master 
Agreement.  
 
The agreement for which SoCalGas seeks Commission approval is the Master 
Agreement between CHSRA and SoCalGas submitted as Attachment B.  
 
Description of Agreement 
 
The Master Agreement establishes the terms and conditions governing the relocation or 
rearrangement of SoCalGas’ facilities in physical conflict with the HSR Project.  While 
the Master Agreement includes some of the same procedures for utility relocation in the 
High Speed Rail Act, it contains additional terms and conditions relating to the manner 
in which relocation work will be performed.  SoCalGas and CHSRA will enter into project 
specific utility agreements that memorialize the specific scope of relocation work for any 
particular segment of the HSR Project, which will be performed under the general terms 
and conditions established in this Master Agreement. 
 
Under the Master Agreement, Section 6 stipulates that the calculation of costs for 
relocation of facilities includes actual and necessary cost of all engineering, 
environmental compliance, monitoring and mitigation, labor and transportation, and all 
necessary materials exclusive of any dismantled facilities used in any relocation, 
together with reasonable and usual indirect and overhead charges attributable to that 
work, and any necessary new private facility right-of-way involved in the relocation.  
Section 6 also recognizes that the Authority will be entitled to the following credits: 1) 
the amount of any betterment to the facilities resulting from the relocation; 2) the 
salvage value of any materials or parts salvaged and retained by SoCalGas; and 3) if a 
new facility or portion thereof is constructed to accomplish such relocation, an amount 
bearing the same proportion to the original cost of the displaced facility or portion 
thereof as its age bears to its normal expected life.  These credits reflect the same 
credits that would otherwise apply to utility relocation under the High Speed Rail Act.4 
 
                     
1 Public Utilities Code Section 185500, et seq. 
2 Public Utilities Code Section 185501-185503. 
3 Public Utilities Code Section 185507(a)(2). 
4 Public Utilities Code Section 185504. 
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Section 7 recognizes that the Master Agreement does not apply to “service” facilities for 
which the Authority is the regularly billed sole customer for the commodity provided, or 
as defined by the Commission.   
 
Section 9 recognizes that the Authority and SoCalGas shall enter into a project-specific 
Utility Agreement setting forth, among other things, the relocation arrangements 
between the parties regarding cost apportionment, billing, payment, documentation, 
documentation retention, and accounting. 
 
Section 10 establishes the execution methods in which SoCalGas may complete the 
project undertaking when all or a portion of the facility work is to be completed by 
SoCalGas.  
 
Section 12 recognizes that if the Authority requires the relocation within its right-of-way 
of any utility facility more than once during a ten-year period, the Authority shall pay the 
cost of that second relocation, and any subsequent additional relocations of that utility 
facility within such ten-year period on any subsequent or additional project. 
 
Section 13 establishes procedures to assess and address any contamination that may 
be discovered during the course of the work, under which the parties will consider 
reasonable alternatives and schedule modifications. 
 
Sections 14 and 15 establish procedures for preservation of rights and for providing 
replacement land rights for the utility facilities. 
 
Section 19 establishes the termination rights applicable to the Master Agreement.  
 
Section 22 establishes a procedure to address certain force majeure events which may 
result in a delay in the utility relocation work. 
 
Section 23 expressly recognizes that SoCalGas is subject to the Commission’s 
regulation, and that CHSRA will not require SoCalGas to perform any act or fail to 
perform any act that would cause SoCalGas to not be in compliance with the 
Commission’s rules.  This language is intended to address the potential concern with 
respect to any enforcement or future modification of the Master Agreement that may be 
directed by the Commission in the exercise of its jurisdiction. 
 
The List of Contracts and Deviations has been revised to reflect the agreement as 
described in this Advice Letter; the affected tariff sheets are provided as Attachment A. 
Since the Master Agreement applies only to the existing SoCalGas facilities required to 
be relocated in connection with the HSR Project, this filing will not affect any rate 
change, cause the withdrawal of service, or conflict with any rate schedule or rule.  The 
Master Agreement recognizes that any future service facilities will be provided in 
accordance with SoCalGas’ tariffs and rates in effect at that time. 
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Protests  
 
Anyone may protest this Advice Letter to the Commission.  The protest must state the 
ground upon which it is based, including such items as financial and service impact, and 
should be submitted expeditiously.  The protest must be made in writing and received 
by Monday, April 25, 2016, which is 20 days after the date that this Advice Letter was 
filed with the Commission.  There is no restriction on who may file a protest. The 
address for mailing or delivering a protest to the Commission is: 
  

CPUC Energy Division  
Attention:  Tariff Unit  
505 Van Ness Avenue  
San Francisco, CA 94102 
  

Copies of the protest should also be sent via email to the Energy Division Tariff Unit 
(EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov).  A copy of the protest shall also be sent via both e-mail 
and facsimile to the addresses shown below on the same date it is mailed or 
delivered to the Commission. 
  

Attn:  Sid Newsom  
Tariff Manager - GT14D6  
555 West Fifth Street Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011  
Facsímile No.: (213) 244-4957  
E-Mail: snewsom@semprautilities.com  

 
Attn:  Yvonne Mejia Peña 
Regulatory Case Manager - GT14D6  
555 West Fifth Street Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011  
Facsímile No: (213) 244-3214  
E-Mail: ymejia@semprautilities.com  

 
Effective Date  
 
Pursuant to General Order 96-B, Energy Industry Rule 5.3(8), this Advice Letter is 
designated as Tier 3 and, as such, requires a Commission Resolution to approve.  
Pursuant to GO 96-B, General Rule 8.2.3, the tariff changes requested in this Advice 
Letter are effective pending disposition.   
 



Advice No. 4946 - 5 - April 5, 2016 
 
 

 

Notice  
 
A copy of this Advice Letter is being sent to SoCalGas’ GO 96-B service list and the 
Commission’s service list in R.13-03-009.  Address change requests to the GO 
96-B service list should be directed by electronic mail to tariffs@socalgas.com or 
call 213-244-3387.  For changes to all other service lists, please contact the 
Commission’s Process Office at 415-703-2021 or by electronic mail at 
Process_Office@cpuc.ca.gov.    
       
 
 

_____________________________ 
Ronald van der Leeden 

Director - Regulatory Affairs 
 
 
Attachment 



 

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
ADVICE LETTER FILING SUMMARY 

ENERGY UTILITY  
MUST BE COMPLETED BY UTILITY (Attach additional pages as needed) 

Company name/CPUC Utility No. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (U 9O4G) 

Utility type:   Contact Person: Sid Newsom

 ELC  GAS        Phone #: (213) 244-2846  

 PLC  HEAT  WATER E-mail: SNewsom@semprautilities.com   

EXPLANATION OF UTILITY TYPE 

ELC = Electric              GAS = Gas  
PLC = Pipeline              HEAT = Heat     WATER = Water 

(Date Filed/ Received Stamp by CPUC)

Advice Letter (AL) #:   4946  

Subject of AL:   Master Agreement with California High-Speed Rail Authority in Accordance with General 
Order 96-B Section 8.2.3 

Keywords (choose from CPUC listing):     Agreements and Contracts  

AL filing type:  Monthly  Quarterly  Annual  One-Time  Other  

If AL filed in compliance with a Commission order, indicate relevant Decision/Resolution #:  

  

Does AL replace a withdrawn or rejected AL?  If so, identify the prior AL  No     

Summarize differences between the AL and the prior withdrawn or rejected AL1: N/A      

Does AL request confidential treatment? If so, provide explanation:  No 

 

 

Resolution Required?   Yes  No                                        Tier Designation:   1    2    3 
Requested effective date:  Upon Commission Approval   No. of tariff sheets:     3 

Estimated system annual revenue effect: (%):    N/A 

Estimated system average rate effect (%):     N/A 

When rates are affected by AL, include attachment in AL showing average rate effects on customer classes 
(residential, small commercial, large C/I, agricultural, lighting). 
Tariff schedules affected:  List of Contracts and Deviations and TOCs   

Service affected and changes proposed1: N/A     

      

Pending advice letters that revise the same tariff sheets:   None 

Protests and all other correspondence regarding this AL are due no later than 20 days after the date of 
this filing, unless otherwise authorized by the Commission, and shall be sent to: 
CPUC, Energy Division       Southern California Gas Company 
Attention: Tariff Unit Attention: Sid Newsom 
505 Van Ness Ave.,  555 West 5th Street, GT14D6 
San Francisco, CA 94102 Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011 
mas@cpuc.ca.gov and jnj@cpuc.ca.gov SNewsom@semprautilities.com 

 

                                                 
1 Discuss in AL if more space is needed. 
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Cal. P.U.C. 
Sheet No.  Title of Sheet  

Cancelling Cal. 
P.U.C. Sheet No. 

 

1 

Revised 52483-G  LIST OF CONTRACTS AND DEVIATIONS, 
Sheet 3 

 Revised 50252-G 

     
Revised 52484-G  TABLE OF CONTENTS  Revised 51971-G 
     
Revised 52485-G  TABLE OF CONTENTS  Revised 52482-G 

 



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY Revised CAL. P.U.C. SHEET NO. 52483-G
 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA CANCELING Revised CAL. P.U.C. SHEET NO. 50252-G
     

 Sheet 3
 LIST OF CONTRACTS AND DEVIATIONS
 

(Continued) 

   

(TO BE INSERTED BY UTILITY) ISSUED BY (TO BE INSERTED BY CAL. PUC) 

ADVICE LETTER NO. 4946 Dan Skopec DATE FILED Apr 5, 2016
DECISION NO.  Vice President EFFECTIVE Oct 13, 2016
3H6 Regulatory Affairs RESOLUTION NO.  

 

    Commission Most Comparable Regular Tariff 
Name and Location Type or Class              Date of           Authorization Schedule  
    of Customer        of Service    Execution Expiration  No. and Date     No.    Contract Differences 
 
US Government Residential/ 8-7-13 3 years AL 4633 - Basic Ordering 
 Basic Ordering Commercial/  (Two 1-year G.O. 96-B  Agreement 
 Agreement Industrial  extensions Sec. 8.2.3 
 Cont #N62473-   may be  
 13-G-1402   granted) 
 
US Government General 3-1-14 10 years AL 4634 - Areawide Public Utility 
 (GSA)    G.O. 96-B  Contract 
Cont# GS-00P-14-BSD-1054   Sec. 8.2.3 
 
California Commercial 7-1-14 Indefinite AL 4946 - Master Agreement to 
High-Speed Rail    G.O. 96-B  accommodate the 
Authority (CHSRA)                            Sec. 8.2.3                           California High-Speed 

Rail Project 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
N 
 | 
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 TABLE OF CONTENTS
 

 

   

(TO BE INSERTED BY UTILITY) ISSUED BY (TO BE INSERTED BY CAL. PUC) 

ADVICE LETTER NO. 4946 Dan Skopec DATE FILED Apr 5, 2016
DECISION NO.  Vice President EFFECTIVE Oct 13, 2016
1H6 Regulatory Affairs RESOLUTION NO.  

 

 
LIST OF CITIES AND COMMUNITIES SERVED  ...........................................   46815-G,46816-G,45154-G 
    49505-G,45156-G,45157-G,49506-G,46817-G 
    45160-G,46818-G,45162-G,51969-G,51970-G 
    45165-G,49508-G,45167-G 
 
 
LIST OF CONTRACTS AND DEVIATIONS  ....................................................   36974-G,50345-G,52483-G 
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 (Continued)   

(TO BE INSERTED BY UTILITY) ISSUED BY (TO BE INSERTED BY CAL. PUC) 

ADVICE LETTER NO. 4946 Dan Skopec SUBMITTED Apr 5, 2016
DECISION NO.  Vice President EFFECTIVE Oct 13, 2016
1H8 Regulatory Affairs RESOLUTION NO.  

 

The following listed sheets contain all effective Schedules of Rates and Rules affecting service and 
information relating thereto in effect on the date indicated thereon. 
 
GENERAL Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 
 

Title Page  ......................................................................................................................................   40864-G 
Table of Contents--General and Preliminary Statement  ................................   52485-G,52053-G,52218-G 
Table of Contents--Service Area Maps and Descriptions  ............................................................   41970-G 
Table of Contents--Rate Schedules  ...............................................................   52476-G,52477-G,52481-G 
Table of Contents--List of Cities and Communities Served  .........................................................   52484-G 
Table of Contents--List of Contracts and Deviations  ...................................................................   52484-G 
Table of Contents--Rules  ...............................................................................................   51681-G,52143-G 
Table of Contents--Sample Forms  ...................................   51497-G,52363-G,51537-G,51750-G,50598-G 

 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
 

Part I General Service Information  ..................................   45597-G,24332-G,24333-G,24334-G,48970-G 
 
Part II Summary of Rates and Charges  ............   52454-G,52455-G,52456-G,52183-G,52184-G,52457-G 
 52449-G,46431-G,46432-G,52164-G,52458-G,52459-G,52460-G,52189-G 
 
Part III Cost Allocation and Revenue Requirement  ......................................   52190-G,50447-G,50448-G 
 
Part IV Income Tax Component of Contributions and Advances  .................................   52273-G,24354-G 
 
Part V Balancing Accounts 

Description and Listing of Balancing Accounts  ...................................................................   51893-G 
Purchased Gas Account (PGA)  .............................................................................   51641-G,49672-G 
Core Fixed Cost Account (CFCA)  ........................................................................   51352-G,51353-G 
Noncore Fixed Cost Account (NFCA)  ..................................................   51354-G,51642-G,51356-G 
Enhanced Oil Recovery Account (EORA)  ...........................................................................   49712-G 
Noncore Storage Balancing Account (NSBA)  ......................................................   50450-G,50451-G 
California Alternate Rates for Energy Account (CAREA)  ...................................   45882-G,45883-G 
Hazardous Substance Cost Recovery Account (HSCRA)  ....................   40875-G, 40876-G,40877-G 
Gas Cost Rewards and Penalties Account (GCRPA)  ...........................................................   40881-G 
Pension Balancing Account (PBA)  .......................................................................   49309-G,49310-G 
Post-Retirement Benefits Other Than Pensions Balancing Account (PBOPBA)  .   49311-G,49312-G 
Research Development and Demonstration Surcharge Account (RDDGSA) ......................... 40888-G 
Demand Side Management Balancing Account (DSMBA) ..................................... 45194-G,41153-G 
Direct Assistance Program Balancing Account (DAPBA)  .................................................... 40890-G 
Integrated Transmission Balancing Account (ITBA)  ............................................................. 49313-G 
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