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November 21, 2013 
 
 
 
 
Advice No. 4563 
(U 904 G) 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
 
Subject:  Revision of Seismic Services Fees in Rule No. 10 – Service Charges    
 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) hereby submits for filing with the California Public 
Utilities Commission (Commission) revisions to its Rule No. 10, Service Charges, applicable 
throughout its service territory, as shown on Attachment B. 
 
Purpose 
 
This filing revises the seismic services fees in SoCalGas’ Rule No. 10, section G., Earthquake Valve 
Service, as proposed in Revised Prepared Direct Testimony of Ed Fong (Exhibit 143), in SoCalGas’ 
Test Year (TY) 2012 General Rate Case (GRC) Application (A.) 10-12-006.  
 
Background 
 
The costs associated with earthquake valve activities have been in effect since 2002; however, these 
costs have increased over the past 11 years.  SoCalGas proposed to increase these charges as part 
of its TY 2012 GRC proceeding.   
 
A. 10-12-006 was filed on December 15, 2010, to establish the revenue requirement and rates for 
SoCalGas to provide natural gas service to its customers for the test year period from January 1, 
2012 through December 31, 2012 and the post test years 2013 through 2015.  Decision 
(D.) 13-05-010, dated May 9, 2013, adopted a revenue requirement with Miscellaneous Revenues 
that include the proposed charges in the above-mentioned Exhibit 143. 
 

Rasha Prince 
Director 

Regulatory Affairs 
 

555 W. Fifth Street, GT14D6 
Los Angeles, CA  90013-1011 

Tel:  213.244.5141 
Fax:  213.244.4957 

RPrince@semprautilities.com 
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Tariff Revisions 
 
The current and proposed rates for Earthquake Valve Services are summarized below: 
 

Earthquake Valve Service Current Rate Proposed Rate 

Removal Service Charge $83.28 - 1st hour & $13.87 - 
Additional 1/4 hour 
increments (per person) 

$138.71 - 1st hour and 
$32.89 per additional 1/4 
hour increments (per 
person) 

Trip  Charge for Estimating Cost of 
Removal 

$34.89  $48.17  

Earthquake Valve Restore – Individual 
Meter - Residential and Small Business 
Customers 

$63.39 $78.82 

Earthquake Valve Restore – Multiple Meter 
- Residential and Small Business 
Customers 

$63.39 per meter $137.65 1st hour and $31.98 
per additional 1/4 hour 
increments (per person) 

 
In addition to the rate changes above, G.4, Charge for Restoring Gas Service after a Valve Activates, 
is revised to include the new language and rate for restoring gas service for residential and small 
business customers with multiple meters.  A redline version of the tariffs is included as Attachment C. 
 
Protest 
 
Anyone may protest this Advice Letter to the California Public Utilities Commission.  The protest must 
state the grounds upon which it is based, including such items as financial and service impact, and 
should be submitted expeditiously.  The protest must be made in writing and must be received within 
20 days of the date this Advice Letter, which is December 11, 2013.  There is no restriction on who 
may file a protest.  The address for mailing or delivering a protest to the Commission is: 
 

CPUC Energy Division  
Attn:  Tariff Unit 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

 
A copy of the protest should also be sent via e-mail to the attention of the Energy Division Tariff Unit 
(EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov).  A copy of the protest should also be sent via both e-mail and facsimile 
to the address shown below on the same date it is mailed or delivered to the Commission. 
 

Attn: Sid Newsom 
Tariff Manager - GT14D6 
555 West Fifth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011 
Facsimile No. (213) 244-4957 
E-mail:  snewsom@SempraUtilities.com 

 
Effective Date 
 
SoCalGas believes this Advice Letter is subject to Energy Division disposition and should be classified 
as Tier 2 (effective after staff approval) pursuant to GO 96-B.  SoCalGas requests this advice letter be 
approved on December 21, 2013 which is 30 days from the date filed.  However, because of the 
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Information Technology deployment constraint, SoCalGas will notify the Energy Division within 20 days 
when the tariffs will become effective. 
 
Notice 
 
A copy of this advice letter is being sent to the parties listed on Attachment A which includes 
parties to A.10-12-006, TY 2012 GRC.  
 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
Rasha Prince  

Director – Regulatory Affairs  
 

Attachments 



 

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
ADVICE LETTER FILING SUMMARY 

ENERGY UTILITY  
MUST BE COMPLETED BY UTILITY (Attach additional pages as needed) 

Company name/CPUC Utility No. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY (U 9O4G) 

Utility type:   Contact Person: Sid Newsom

 ELC  GAS        Phone #: (213) 244-2846  

 PLC  HEAT  WATER E-mail: SNewsom@semprautilities.com   

EXPLANATION OF UTILITY TYPE 

ELC = Electric              GAS = Gas  
PLC = Pipeline              HEAT = Heat     WATER = Water 

(Date Filed/ Received Stamp by CPUC)

Advice Letter (AL) #:   4563  

Subject of AL:    Revision of Seismic Services Fees in Rule No. 10 – Service Charges    

Keywords (choose from CPUC listing):   Rules  

AL filing type:  Monthly  Quarterly  Annual  One-Time  Other   

If AL filed in compliance with a Commission order, indicate relevant Decision/Resolution #:  

D.13-05-010 

Does AL replace a withdrawn or rejected AL?  If so, identify the prior AL   No     

Summarize differences between the AL and the prior withdrawn or rejected AL1:  N/A      

Does AL request confidential treatment? If so, provide explanation:                           No 

 

Resolution Required?   Yes  No                                     Tier Designation:   1    2    3 

Requested effective date:       12/21/13  No. of tariff sheets:     4 

Estimated system annual revenue effect: (%):              

Estimated system average rate effect (%):                    

When rates are affected by AL, include attachment in AL showing average rate effects on customer classes 
(residential, small commercial, large C/I, agricultural, lighting). 
Tariff schedules affected:  Rule No. 10 and TOCs 

 

Service affected and changes proposed1       See Advice Letter      

Pending advice letters that revise the same tariff sheets:           None 

Protests and all other correspondence regarding this AL are due no later than 20 days after the date of 
this filing, unless otherwise authorized by the Commission, and shall be sent to: 
CPUC, Energy Division       Southern California Gas Company 
Attention: Tariff Unit Attention: Sid Newsom 
505 Van Ness Ave.,  555 West 5th Street, GT14D6 
San Francisco, CA 94102 Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011 
EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov SNewsom@semprautilities.com 
 tariffs@socalgas.com 

 

                                                 
1 Discuss in AL if more space is needed. 
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DONALD KELLY 
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kmills@cfbf.com 

 

PHILLIP MOSKAL 
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Revised 49741-G  Rule No. 10, SERVICE CHARGES, Sheet 4  Revised 45988-G 
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Revised 49743-G  TABLE OF CONTENTS  Revised 48640-G 
     
Revised 49744-G  TABLE OF CONTENTS  Revised 49708-G 
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 (Continued)   

(TO BE INSERTED BY UTILITY) ISSUED BY (TO BE INSERTED BY CAL. PUC) 

ADVICE LETTER NO. 4563 Lee Schavrien DATE FILED Nov 21, 2013
DECISION NO. 13-05-010 Senior Vice President EFFECTIVE Dec 21, 2013
4C9  RESOLUTION NO.  

 

F. PAYMENT FOR SERVICE CHARGES 
 
 All charges for the Set-Timed Appointment and Appliance Connection charge(s) will be included in the 

bill for gas service, whenever possible.  The charge(s) will be due and payable consistent with Rule 
No. 9, C.1.  If billed separately, payment is due within 30 days. 

 
 The Utility shall advise the customer that appliance connection services are also provided by plumbers 

and contractors. 
 
G. EARTHQUAKE VALVE SERVICE  
 
 1. Applicability   
 
  The Utility offers a valve removal service if the valve is installed on the Utility's facilities, and a gas 

restoration service.  The Utility will provide this service to customers in all classes, including 
residential, commercial and industrial customers. 

 
 2. Responsibility for Valve after Installation 
 
  After installation, the valve is the property of the Utility's customer.  The customer can have the 

valve removed at any time, except where the valve is required by law to be installed.  At the time of 
installation, the Utility may require the customer to agree to transfer the valve to a subsequent 
purchaser of the premises or to remove the valve before the time of sale (where removal is allowed 
by law). 

 
 3. Charge for Removal of Valves 
 
  The Utility offers a valve removal service.  The removal service charge for customers is $138.71 plus 

materials for the first hour and $32.89 for every quarter hour thereafter (per person).  A trip charge 
for estimating the cost of removal of EQV is $48.17.  This cost will be applied if the removal is not 
authorized at the time of the estimate.  A trip charge of $48.17 will be applied to any trip made to the 
customer’s location for any reason due to the customer’s and not SoCalGas’ circumstances where 
removal of an EQV on SoCalGas’ pipeline is performed. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I 
 | 
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(TO BE INSERTED BY UTILITY) ISSUED BY (TO BE INSERTED BY CAL. PUC) 

ADVICE LETTER NO. 4563 Lee Schavrien DATE FILED Nov 21, 2013
DECISION NO. 13-05-010 Senior Vice President EFFECTIVE Dec 21, 2013
5C9  RESOLUTION NO.  

 

G. EARTHQUAKE VALVE SERVICE  (Continued) 
 
 4. Charge for Restoring Gas Service after a Valve Activates 
 
  If a valve is activated and shuts off gas service, it is the responsibility of the customer to arrange and 

pay for restoration of service.  The Utility offers to restore service after activation of an earthquake 
shut-off valve for a charge of $78.82 for residential and small commercial customers with an 
individual meter.  For residential and small commercial customers with multiple meters, the Utility’s 
charge for restoration of service is $137.65 for the first hour and $31.98 for every quarter hour 
thereafter (per person).  For larger customers with larger meters, the Utility's charge for restoration of 
service will be quoted in advance based on an estimate.  The Utility has the option to waive charges 
for restoration of service after a major earthquake. 

 
 5. Payment 
 
  All charges for services rendered pursuant to this section will be included in the bill for gas service, 

whenever possible.  The charge(s) will be due and payable consistent with Rule No. 9, C.1.  If billed 
separately, payment is due within 30 days.  Installment payments may be agreed to by the Utility and 
customer, if requested.  The Utility may bill for services rendered pursuant to this section in its bill 
for gas service, but will not terminate gas service for failure to pay for any services rendered pursuant 
to this section. 

 
  The Commission will be the arbiter of any disputes over the application or implementation of these 

criteria. 
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RULES 
 
 Rule Number Title of Sheet Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 
 

1 Definitions  ...........................   43351-G,49722-G,45820-G,48489-G,45822-G,45368-G 
  45369-G,45370-G,45371-G,45372-G,45823-G,45824-G 
  45825-G,45826-G,45827-G,45828-G,45829-G,47192-G,45831-G 
2 Description of Service  .......................................   45832-G,45833-G,45834-G,45835-G 
  45836-G,45837-G,45838-G,49480-G,45840-G 
3 Application for Service  ....................................................   35524-G,35525-G,35526-G 
4 Contracts  ..........................................................................................   35529-G,43366-G 
5 Special Information Required on Forms  .........................................   43456-G,43457-G 
6 Establishment and Re-Establishment of Credit  ...............................   41756-G,46344-G 
7 Deposits  ...........................................................................................................   42168-G 
9 Discontinuance of Service  .................................   41229-G,41230-G,41231-G,41232-G 

  41233-G,41234-G,41235-G 
10 Service Charges  ..................................   39813-G,38903-G,45987-G,49741-G,49742-G 
11 Disputed Bills  ..................................................................................   39418-G,39419-G 
12 Rendering and Payment of Bills  ........................   48628-G,42087-G,42088-G,42089-G 
13 Meters and Equipment .....................................................................   45841-G,45842-G 
14 Meter Reading  .................................................................................   42614-G,46061-G 
15 Meter Tests  ......................................................................................................   36872-G 
16 Adjustment of Bills  ..........................................................   42615-G,36874-G,36875-G 
18 Notices  .............................................................................................................   38239-G 
19 Rates and Optional Rates  ................................................................................   40825-G 
20 Gas Main Extensions  ...........   47441-G,31801-G,38506-G,49481-G,32375-G,32376-G 
  42766-G,31807-G,37767-G,47442-G,37769-G,49482-G,49483-G 
21 Gas Service Extensions  .......   47443-G,31814-G,31815-G,31816-G,31817-G,31818-G 
  31819-G,31820-G,38510-G,31822-G,31823-G,31824-G,31825-G 
22 Temporary Service  ..........................................................................   43783-G,43784-G 
23 Continuity of Service and Interruption of 
   Delivery  .............................   47351-G,47352-G,33041-G,33042-G,34021-G,33044-G 
    36622-G,33046-G,44940-G,44941-G,47353-G,44943-G 
24 Supply to Individual Premises and Resale of Gas  ............   39422-G,39925-G,39926-G 
25 Company's Right of Ingress to and Egress from 
   the Consumer's Premises  ...............................................................................   24655-G 
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 The following listed sheets contain all effective Schedules of Rates and Rules affecting service and 
information relating thereto in effect on the date indicated thereon. 
 
GENERAL Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 
 

Title Page  ......................................................................................................................................   40864-G 
Table of Contents--General and Preliminary Statement  ................................   49744-G,49531-G,49241-G 
Table of Contents--Service Area Maps and Descriptions  ............................................................   41970-G 
Table of Contents--Rate Schedules  ...............................................................   49696-G,49707-G,49424-G 
Table of Contents--List of Cities and Communities Served  .........................................................   49509-G 
Table of Contents--List of Contracts and Deviations  ...................................................................   49509-G 
Table of Contents--Rules  ...............................................................................................   49743-G,49634-G 
Table of Contents--Sample Forms  ...................................   49157-G,49608-G,47377-G,48990-G,49299-G 

 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
 

Part I General Service Information  ..................................   45597-G,24332-G,24333-G,24334-G,48970-G 
 
Part II Summary of Rates and Charges  ............   49680-G,49681-G,49682-G,49209-G,49210-G,49683-G 
 49641-G,46431-G,46432-G,48566-G,49650-G,49651-G,49652-G,49215-G 
 
Part III Cost Allocation and Revenue Requirement  ........   45267-G,45268-G,45269-G,49176-G,49216-G 
 
Part IV Income Tax Component of Contributions and Advances  .................................   48774-G,24354-G 
 
Part V Balancing Accounts 

Description and Listing of Balancing Accounts  ...................................................................   49344-G 
Purchased Gas Account (PGA)  .............................................................................   49089-G,49090-G 
Core Fixed Cost Account (CFCA)  ........................................................................   49305-G,49306-G 
Noncore Fixed Cost Account (NFCA)  ..................................................................   49307-G,49308-G 
Enhanced Oil Recovery Account (EORA)  ...........................................................................   47160-G 
Noncore Storage Balancing Account (NSBA)  ......................................................   46962-G,46963-G 
California Alternate Rates for Energy Account (CAREA)  ...................................   45882-G,45883-G 
Hazardous Substance Cost Recovery Account (HSCRA)  ....................   40875-G, 40876-G,40877-G 
Gas Cost Rewards and Penalties Account (GCRPA)  ...........................................................   40881-G 
Pension Balancing Account (PBA)  .......................................................................   49309-G,49310-G 
Post-Retirement Benefits Other Than Pensions Balancing Account (PBOPBA)  .   49311-G,49312-G 
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F. PAYMENT FOR SERVICE CHARGES 
 
 All charges for the Set-Timed Appointment and Appliance Connection charge(s) will be included in the 

bill for gas service, whenever possible.  The charge(s) will be due and payable consistent with Rule 
No. 9, C.1.  If billed separately, payment is due within 30 days. 

 
 The Utility shall advise the customer that appliance connection services are also provided by plumbers 

and contractors. 
 
G. EARTHQUAKE VALVE SERVICE  
 
 1. Applicability   
 
  The Utility offers a valve removal service if the valve is installed on the Utility's facilities, and a gas 

restoration service.  The Utility will provide this service to customers in all classes, including 
residential, commercial and industrial customers. 

 
 2. Responsibility for Valve after Installation 
 
  After installation, the valve is the property of the Utility's customer.  The customer can have the 

valve removed at any time, except where the valve is required by law to be installed.  At the time of 
installation, the Utility may require the customer to agree to transfer the valve to a subsequent 
purchaser of the premises or to remove the valve before the time of sale (where removal is allowed 
by law). 

 
 3. Charge for Removal of Valves 
 
  The Utility offers a valve removal service.  The removal service charge for customers is 

$83.28138.71 plus materials for the first hour and $13.8732.89 for every quarter hour thereafter (per 
person).  A trip charge for estimating the cost of removal of EQV is $34.8948.17.  This cost will be 
applied if the removal is not authorized at the time of the estimate.  A trip charge of $34.8948.17 will 
be applied to any trip made to the customer’s location for any reason due to the customer’s and not 
SoCalGas’ circumstances where removal of an EQV on SoCalGas’ pipeline is performed. 
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G. EARTHQUAKE VALVE SERVICE  (Continued) 
 
 4. Charge for Restoring Gas Service after a Valve Activates 
 
  If a valve is activated and shuts off gas service, it is the responsibility of the customer to arrange and 

pay for restoration of service.  The Utility offers to restore service after activation of an earthquake 
shut-off valve for a charge of $63.3978.82 for residential and small commercial customers with an 
individual meter.  For residential and small commercial customers with multiple meters, the Utility’s 
charge for restoration of service is $137.65 for the first hour and $31.98 for every quarter hour 
thereafter (per person).  For larger customers with larger meters, the Utility's charge for restoration of 
service will be quoted in advance based on an estimate.  The Utility has the option to waive charges 
for restoration of service after a major earthquake. 

 
 5. Payment 
 
  All charges for services rendered pursuant to this section will be included in the bill for gas service, 

whenever possible.  The charge(s) will be due and payable consistent with Rule No. 9, C.1.  If billed 
separately, payment is due within 30 days.  Installment payments may be agreed to by the Utility and 
customer, if requested.  The Utility may bill for services rendered pursuant to this section in its bill 
for gas service, but will not terminate gas service for failure to pay for any services rendered pursuant 
to this section. 

 
  The Commission will be the arbiter of any disputes over the application or implementation of these 

criteria. 
 

 

 


