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Advice No. 4517 
(U 904 G) 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
 
Subject: Revisions to Schedule No. G-BTS, Backbone Transportation Service 
 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) hereby submits for approval by the California 
Public Utilities Commission (Commission) proposed revisions to its Schedule No. G-BTS, 
Backbone Transportation Service (Schedule G-BTS), and its Master Services Contract – 
Schedule L, Backbone Transportation Service Contract – Exhibit A, applicable throughout its 
service territory, as shown on Attachment B. 
 
Purpose 
 
SoCalGas requests authorization to revise Schedule G-BTS and the Master Services Contract 
Schedule L to allow discounted firm G-BTS contracts without alternate receipt point rights.  This 
proposed change would provide the SoCalGas System Operator with another potential tool to 
help it maintain minimum flows on the SoCalGas Southern System.  
 
Background 
 
Southern System Minimum Flow Requirements 
 
Pursuant to Decision (D.) 07-12-019, the SoCalGas System Operator is responsible for 
maintaining minimum flows on the SoCalGas Southern System, with the cost paid for by all 
customers.1  SoCalGas needs a certain minimum amount (which can vary depending upon 
conditions) of flowing supplies on its Southern System for the system to operate effectively.2  The 
amount of this minimum flow requirement is equal to the entire demand on the SoCalGas 
Southern System, which includes both core and noncore customer demand, less gas supply that 
is flowed from the Northern System to the South.3  The process that the SoCalGas System 

                     
1 D.07-12-019, mimeo., at 116 (Ordering Paragraph No. 15).  The System Operator is “broadly defined to 
constitute the SoCalGas departments responsible for the operation of its transmission system, including 
storage, hub services, pooling services receipt point access, offsystem deliveries, and system reliability.  
The System Operator functions explicitly exclude the Gas Procurement Department which will not be 
involved in any of the system-related operational activities.” D.07-12-019, mimeo., at 58. 
2 Resolution G-3476 at p. 2. 
3 Resolution G-3476 at p. 2. 
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Operator follows for purchasing supplies to maintain minimum flows on the Southern System is 
laid out in SoCalGas Rule No. 41.  
 
Discounting of Interruptible BTS Capacity to Help Maintain Minimum Flows on the 
Southern System 
 
Schedule G-BTS authorizes SoCalGas to offer discounted interruptible BTS capacity.  Those 
discounts can vary by receipt point.4  Consistent with this authority, SoCalGas posts discounted 
interruptible rates that apply only to Southern System receipt points.   If an interruptible customer 
chooses to switch its supply to a non-Southern System receipt point, the non-discounted, posted 
rate for that other receipt point automatically applies to that interruptible nomination.  In addition 
to the procedures for procuring flowing supplies described in Rule No. 41, SoCalGas has been 
using its authority to discount Southern Zone interruptible BTS capacity in order to encourage 
flows into the Southern System.  These discounts have helped bring additional flows into the 
Southern System because the purchasers of these discounted interruptible rights cannot use the 
rights to bring supplies into receipt points outside the Southern System.  
 
Firm BTS Currently Has Alternate Receipt Point Rights, Even for Discounted Contracts 
 
SoCalGas can also discount firm G-BTS rates (i.e., G-BTSN1 and G-BTSN2).5  However, all firm 
BTS, even service purchased at a discount, currently has alternate receipt point rights.6  
Customers purchasing such rights would be able to nominate natural gas for delivery on an 
alternate “outside-the-zone” firm basis from any receipt point on the system.  Accordingly, under 
the current BTS tariff structure, the sale of discounted firm rights may not achieve the goal of 
bringing additional flows into the Southern System.  
 
Requested Authorization 
 
SoCalGas respectfully requests that the Commission authorize SoCalGas to sell discounted firm 
BTS capacity that does not have alternate receipt point rights.  This authorization would be 
reflected in the following underlined proposed additions to Section 3 of the “Nominations and 
Balancing” section of the Special Conditions in G-BTS:  
 

Unless otherwise indicated in a discounted contract, customers holding firm 
Backbone Transportation Service capacity will be able to nominate natural gas 
for delivery on an alternate “within the zone” firm basis from any specific 
Receipt Point within an applicable transmission zone.  Unless otherwise 
indicated in a discounted contract, customers will also be able to nominate 
natural gas for delivery on an alternate “outside-the-zone” firm basis from any 
receipt point on the system.  All such nominations will be scheduled in 
accordance with Rule No. 30, Transportation of Customer-Owned Gas.  

 

                     
4 See the description of G-BTS4 Rate in “Backbone Transportation Rates” section and Section 4 of the 
“Interruptible Backbone Transportation Service” section in Schedule G-BTS. 
5 See the “Remaining Firm Backbone Transportation Service Capacity” section of the Special Conditions in 
G-BTS. 
6 See Section 3 of the “Nominations and Balancing” section of the Special Conditions in G-BTS. 
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In addition, SoCalGas proposes that a new box with the following language be added to its 
Backbone Transmission Service Contract:   
 

Use of this capacity is restricted to the indicated receipt point and 
cannot be exchanged for capacity at another receipt point. 

 
This box would be checked for any discounted firm contract that does not include alternate 
“outside-the-zone” firm alternate receipt point rights.  This proposed revision is also included in 
Attachment B.  
 
This proposed change would enable SoCalGas’ System Operator to offer discounted Southern 
Zone firm BTS capacity in order to encourage flows into the Southern System.  SoCalGas 
believes that this ability would enable it to attract the same or higher level of customer supplies at 
Southern System receipt points with lower overall levels of discounting.  In other words, firm plus 
interruptible discounting may be more efficient than interruptible discounting alone, which will 
result in lower overall Southern System support costs.  
 
For example, assume that the firm BTS rate is 12 cents/Dth and SoCalGas offered an 
interruptible BTS rate of 6 cents/Dth.  If on certain days there is an alternative supply at any other 
receipt point with a 7+ cent/Dth advantage over Ehrenberg (absent BTS cost considerations), 
then that interruptible supply may not appear at Ehrenberg on that day.  If, on the other hand, a 
customer has already purchased firm BTS service at a discounted firm rate of 6 cents/Dth, then 
that transportation cost becomes a sunk cost for the customer.  Therefore, this particular 
customer will not switch to alternative supplies at other points unless the cost advantage is over 
12 cents/Dth.  
 
In addition, once there is a baseload supply at Southern System receipt points for the month, 
SoCalGas would have a greater potential ability to vary the interruptible BTS discount on an as-
needed basis.  For example, if there is insufficient supply, a discount could be provided for a few 
days until market conditions make discounting of interruptible BTS service unnecessary for the 
remainder of the month.  
 
This proposed change would only apply to new firm agreements, since existing firm contracts are 
at full price and already include alternate “outside-the-zone” delivery rights.  Moreover, it will be 
up to SoCalGas whether to offer discounts in return for a customer giving up secondary delivery 
rights outside the Southern Zone in a new firm contract.  There may be instances in which firm 
discounting is not the best way to bring additional supplies to the Southern System at the lowest 
possible cost.  SoCalGas needs the flexibility to determine if and when such discounts are 
warranted, as part of its overall strategy to provide Southern System minimum flowing supplies at 
a reasonable cost.  
 
Customers paying full price for firm BTS service would still always be able to nominate natural 
gas for delivery on an alternate “outside-the-zone” firm basis from any receipt point on the 
system.  
 
Protest 
 
Anyone may protest this AL to the Commission.  The protest must state the grounds upon which it 
is based, including such items as financial and service impact, and should be submitted 
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expeditiously.  The protest must be made in writing and received within 20 days of the date this 
advice letter was filed with the Commission which is July 22, 2013.  There is no restriction on who 
may file a protest.  The address for mailing or delivering a protest to the Commission is: 
 

CPUC Energy Division 
Attention:  Tariff Unit 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

 
Copies of the protest should also be sent via e-mail to the attention of the Energy Division Tariff 
Unit (EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov).  A copy of the protest shall also be sent via both e-mail and 
facsimile to the address shown below on the same date it is mailed or delivered to the 
Commission.  
 

Attn:  Sid Newsom 
Tariff Manager - GT14D6 
555 West Fifth Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90013-1011 
Facsimile No. (213) 244-4957 
E-Mail:  snewsom@semprautilities.com 

 
Effective Date 
 
SoCalGas believes that this filing is subject to Energy Division disposition, and should be 
classified as Tier 2 (effective after staff approval) pursuant to GO 96-B.  This filing is consistent 
with D.07-12-019 and therefore SoCalGas respectfully requests that this filing be approved on 
August 1, 2013, which is thirty (30) calendar days after the date filed. 
 
Notice 
 
A copy of this AL is being sent to the parties listed on Attachment A, which includes parties in the 
2009 BCAP, A.08-02-001 and 2013 TCAP, A.11-11-002. 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Rasha Prince 

Director – Regulatory Affairs 

Attachments 
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1 Discuss in AL if more space is needed. 
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Revised 49399-G  Schedule No. G-BTS, BACKBONE 
TRANSPORTATION SERVICE, Sheet 6 
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Revised 49400-G  MASTER SERVICES CONTRACT - 

SCHEDULE L, BACKBONE 
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EXHIBIT A, Form No. 6597-17 (7/2013) 

 Revised 47205-G 
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Revised 49402-G  TABLE OF CONTENTS  Revised 47377-G 
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SPECIAL CONDITIONS  (Continued) 
 

GENERAL  (Continued) 
 

10. The Utility will not sell incremental firm receipt point capacity following the announcement of an 
OFO for the flow day on which the OFO is called.  Once an OFO has been called, the Utility will be 
limited to sales of incremental interruptible Backbone Transportation Service capacity for the flow 
day on which the OFO is called. 

 
11. Customers may aggregate their firm Backbone Transportation Service capacity into one contract 

number for each receipt point for the purposes of nominations and scheduling.  Only firm Backbone 
Transportation Service contracts under identical rate schedules may be aggregated.  Aggregation of 
contracts must be done using the EBB.  

 
NOMINATIONS AND BALANCING 
 
1. Service under this rate schedule shall be subject to all applicable terms, conditions and obligations of 

Rule No. 23, Continuity of Service and Interruption of Delivery, Rule No. 30, Transportation of 
Customer-Owned Gas, and Rate Schedule No. G-IMB, Transportation Imbalance Service.  

 
2. The Utility will schedule interruptible nominations up to all available Backbone Transportation 

Service capacity at each of its Receipt Points subject to Rule No. 30, Transportation of Customer-
Owned Gas.  

 
3. Unless otherwise indicated in a discounted contract, customers holding firm Backbone 

Transportation Service capacity will be able to nominate natural gas for delivery on an alternate 
“within-the-zone” firm basis from any specific Receipt Point within an applicable transmission zone.  
Unless otherwise indicated in a discounted contract, customers will also be able to nominate natural 
gas for delivery on an alternate “outside-the-zone” firm basis from any receipt point on the system.  
All such nominations will be scheduled in accordance with Rule No. 30, Transportation of Customer-
Owned Gas. 

 
4. A customer may opt to designate one and only one nominating agent in addition to itself at any one 

time to nominate on all BTSCs under a customer’s RPMA.  Customer must provide appropriate 
written authorization to the Utility of its intent to add or change a designated nominating agent via 
the Nomination and Trading Authorization Form (Form No. 9924).  Such designation shall be subject 
to that nominating agent complying with applicable tariff and contractual provisions.  Customer shall 
provide appropriate written notice to the Utility of its intent to terminate a nominating agent via the 
Termination of Nominating or Trading Agent Form (Form No. 9926). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
N 
 
 
N 
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(See Attached Form) 
 

 

 



Form No. 6597-17 (7/2013) 

MASTER SERVICES CONTRACT 
SCHEDULE L 

BACKBONE TRANSPORTATION SERVICE CONTRACT (BTSC) 
BTSC No. __________ 

 
 
This Agreement, also referred to as Exhibit A, is entered into as of the ____ day of _________, by and 
between Southern California Gas Company (“Utility”) and ______________ (“Customer”) and is 
subject to the terms and conditions of the Customer’s Receipt Point Master Agreement (RPMA) No. 
_______.   The terms of this BTSC are binding unless disputed in writing as provided in the RPMA.   
 
TERM:   
The Effective Date of this Agreement shall be on ____________ and extend through _____________. 
 
 
RATE: 

 
 
RECEIPT POINT AND DAILY CONTRACT QUANTITIES: 

RECEIPT POINT START DATE END DATE 
DAILY CONTRACT 

QUANTITY (Dths/Day) 
  ________________       _____________   ___________     ______________________ 
  ________________       _____________   ___________     ______________________ 
  ________________       _____________   ___________     ______________________ 
  ________________       _____________   ___________     ______________________ 
  ________________       _____________   ___________     ______________________ 
  ________________       _____________   ___________     ______________________ 
  ________________       _____________   ___________     ______________________ 
 

Use of this capacity is restricted to the indicated receipt point and cannot be 
exchanged for capacity at another receipt point. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the authorized representatives of the parties have executed this 
Backbone Transportation Service Contract. 
 
Southern California Gas Company   __________________________________ 
        “Utility”       “Customer” 
 
By__________________________________ By___May be electronically executed____ 
 
Title ________________________________            Title ______________________________ 

Rate 
Schedule 

Applicable Rate 
Tariff or Negotiated 

$/Dth) 

(Secondary Market Only) 
Recallable 

Y or N 

(Secondary Market 
Only) 

Releasing BTSC No. 

________ ____________ ___________ ____________ 
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G-CP Core Procurement Service  ................   47480-G,49377-G,49378-G,49379-G,37933-G 
GT-F Firm Intrastate Transportation Service  ............   49193-G,49194-G,45304-G,45305-G 
   for Distribution Level Customers 45306-G,45307-G,45308-G,47167-G 
    45310-G,45311-G,45312-G,45313-G 
GT-I Interruptible Intrastate Transportation Service  ...............   49195-G,49196-G,45316-G 

  for Distribution Level Customers   45317-G,47168-G,45319-G,45320-G 
 
GT-TLS Intrastate Transportation Service for  
   Transmission Level Customers   ..... 45321-G,49197-G,49198-G,49199-G,49200-G 
    45326-G,45327-G,47169-G,45329-G,45330-G 
    45331-G,45332-G,47170-G,45334-G,45335-G 
    45336-G,45337-G,45338-G,45339-G 
GT-SWGX Wholesale Natural Gas Service  .....................................................   49044-G,45341-G 
G-IMB Transportation Imbalance Service  ...................   43318-G,49354-G,49355-G,48995-G 
    49047-G,49048-G,43324-G,43325-G,47880-G 
G-OSD Off-System Delivery Service  ........................... 47345-G*,47346-G,48315-G,47348-G 
G-BTS Backbone Transportation Service  ...................... 48084-G,47349-G,49201-G,49242-G 
    47176-G,49399-G,47178-G,47179-G,47180-G,47181-G 
    47182-G,47183-G,47184-G,47185-G,47186-G,47187-G 
    43333-G,43334-G,43335-G,43336-G 
G-POOL Pooling Service  ................................................................. 47188-G,47189-G,42278-G 
G-BSS Basic Storage Service  ......................................   43337-G,48817-G,45767-G,45768-G 
    45769-G,45770-G,43051-G 
G-AUC Auction Storage Service  ..................................   43338-G,32709-G,32710-G,32711-G 
    32712-G,32713-G,36314-G,32715-G 
G-LTS Long-Term Storage Service  .............................   32716-G,32717-G,48818-G,45771-G 
    45772-G,45773-G,43055-G 
G-TBS Transaction Based Storage Service  ..................   45355-G,43340-G,48819-G,45775-G 
    45776-G,44933-G 
G-CBS UDC Consolidated Billing Service  ..................   34071-G,34072-G,34073-G,33095-G 
G-SMT Secondary Market Transactions  
   of Storage Rights  ......................................................... 45359-G,45360-G,45361-G 
G-TCA Transportation Charge Adjustment  .................................................................. 48734-G 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T 
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SAMPLE FORMS  (continued) 
 
 Contracts  (continued) 
  Master Services Contract, Schedule J, 
   Gas Air Conditioning Service (Form 6597-12, Rev. 11/99)  ................................................  32027-G 
  Master Services Contract, Schedule A, Intrastate Transmission Service 
   Scheduled Quantity Addendum (Form 6900, 10/09)  ...........................................................  45140-G 
  Constrained Area Firm Capacity Trading Agreement (Form 6910)   ........................................  41262-G 
  Master Services Contract, Schedule K, 
   Pooling Service Agreement (Form 6597-13, 09/2009)  ........................................................  45066-G 
  Master Services Contract, Schedule L, Backbone Transportation  
   Service Contract (BTSC) – Exhibit A (Form 6597-17, 7/2013) ...........................................  49400-G 
  Master Services Contract, Schedule M, 
   Receipt Point Master Agreement (Form 6597-18)  ...............................................................  42488-G 
  Master Services Contract, Schedule N, 
   Off-System Delivery Service Contract – Exhibit B (Form 6597-19 - 2012)  ........................  47371-G 
  Amendment to Master Services Contract, Schedule L, 
   Backbone Transportation Service Contract (Form 6597-20, 5/2011)  ..................................  47206-G 
  Master Services Contract, Schedule O, 
   Operations Park and Loan Services Agreement (Form 6597-22)  ...........................................43398-G 
  Operations Park and Loan Services Agreement, Exhibit A 
   Transaction Confirmation (Form 6597-22a)  ..........................................................................43399-G 
  Nomination and Trading Authorization  
   for Receipt Point Master Agreement and/or Storage Contract (Form 9924, 5/2011)  ...........  47207-G 
  Termination of Nominating and/or Trading Agent  
   for Receipt Point Master Agreement and/or Storage Contract (Form 9926, 2009)  ..............  44337-G 
  Firm Receipt Point Location, Change Request (Form 2900)  ....................................................  42323-G 
  Request for Pooling Service Contract (Form 9928)  ..................................................................  42324-G 
  Electronic Bulletin Board Agreement (Form 6800)  ..................................................................  42325-G 
  EBB Agreement, Exhibit A, Logon ID Request (Form 6800-A, 2009)  ......................................44338-G 
  EBB Agreement, Exhibit B, Delegation of Authority (Form 6800-B)  .......................................42327-G 
  Agreement for Collectible Work (Form 1603-P, Rev. 4/98)  .....................................................  41335-G 
  Imbalance Trading Agreement (Form 6544 - 2/01)  ..................................................................  33353-G 
  Appendix A - Producer's Payment for Utility's Investment for Facilities  
    (Existing Facilities)  (Form 6641 - 7/96) .................................................................................  27899-G 
  Appendix A - Producer's Payment for Utility's Investment for Facilities 
    (New Facilities)  (Form 6642 - 7/96)  ......................................................................................  27900-G 
  Appendix B - Producer's Payment for Utility's Operation & Maintenance Fee 
    (Form 6643 - 11/2013)  ............................................................................................................  49730-G 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T 
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 The following listed sheets contain all effective Schedules of Rates and Rules affecting service and 
information relating thereto in effect on the date indicated thereon. 
 
GENERAL Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 
 

Title Page  ......................................................................................................................................   40864-G 
Table of Contents--General and Preliminary Statement  ................................   49403-G,49093-G,49205-G 
Table of Contents--Service Area Maps and Descriptions  ............................................................   41970-G 
Table of Contents--Rate Schedules  ...............................................................   49380-G,49401-G,48618-G 
Table of Contents--List of Cities and Communities Served  ......................................................   47970.1-G 
Table of Contents--List of Contracts and Deviations  ................................................................   47970.1-G 
Table of Contents--Rules  ...............................................................................................   47374-G,48988-G 
Table of Contents--Sample Forms  ...................................   49157-G,48989-G,49402-G,48990-G,48991-G 

 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
 

Part I General Service Information  ..................................   45597-G,24332-G,24333-G,24334-G,48970-G 
 
Part II Summary of Rates and Charges  ............   49358-G,49359-G,49360-G,49169-G,49170-G,49361-G 
 49353-G,46431-G,46432-G,48566-G,49362-G,49363-G,49364-G,49175-G 
 
Part III Cost Allocation and Revenue Requirement  ........   45267-G,45268-G,45269-G,49176-G,49177-G 
 
Part IV Income Tax Component of Contributions and Advances  .................................   48774-G,24354-G 
 
Part V Balancing Accounts 

Description and Listing of Balancing Accounts  ...................................................................   47157-G 
Purchased Gas Account (PGA)  .............................................................................   49089-G,49090-G 
Core Fixed Cost Account (CFCA)  ........................................................................   47158-G,47104-G 
Noncore Fixed Cost Account (NFCA)  ..................................................................   47159-G,47106-G 
Enhanced Oil Recovery Account (EORA)  ...........................................................................   47160-G 
Noncore Storage Balancing Account (NSBA)  ......................................................   46962-G,46963-G 
California Alternate Rates for Energy Account (CAREA)  ...................................   45882-G,45883-G 
Hazardous Substance Cost Recovery Account (HSCRA)  ....................   40875-G, 40876-G,40877-G 
Gas Cost Rewards and Penalties Account (GCRPA)  ...........................................................   40881-G 
Pension Balancing Account (PBA)  .......................................................................   45013-G,45014-G 
Post-Retirement Benefits Other Than Pensions Balancing Account (PBOPBA)  .   45015-G,45016-G 
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